
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 

 MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2025, AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

The City Council of the City of Natchitoches met in legal and regular session at the Natchitoches 
Council Chambers, 716 Second Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana, on Monday, July 14, 2025, at 5:30 
p.m. 

There were present: 

Mayor Ronnie Williams  
Councilwoman At Large Betty Sawyer 
Councilman Eddie Harrington 
Councilman Dale Nielsen 

 Councilman Christopher Petite 
 Councilwoman Rosemary Elie  
 

Guest:   Employee Of The Month Alexis Nelson 
   
 

Absent: None 

 
 
 
Mayor Ronnie Williams called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for coming.  Mayor 
Williams led the invocation and Councilman Harrington led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Mayor Williams then called for the reading and approval of the minutes for the June 23, 2025 
meeting. Councilman At Large Smith moved that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and 
approval of same.  Seconded by Councilman Nielsen. 
 
A roll call vote was as follows:  
 
 AYES: Elie, Smith, Nielsen, Harrington, Petite  

  NAYS: None 

  ABSENT:       None 

            ABSTAIN: None 

 
  



 
The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Petite and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as follows, 
to-wit: 
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 025 OF 2025 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 64 OF 2001 BY CHANGING  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

            A 2.91 Acre Tract of Land Located In Sections 70, 71 and 72, Township 9 North – Range 
7 West As Shown on Survey By Robert Lynn Davis Dated March 24, 2025 Being Bordered on 
The West By South Drive, On The North By Natchitoches Times, On The East By Thomas, And 
On The South By Fidelak (Lots on Hwy 1 Bypass) 

        

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, 
has recommended at their meeting of June 3, 2025 that the application of John Bernard, to rezone 
the property described above from I-1 to R-3 to sell property be APPROVED 

 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on June 23, 2025 and published in the Natchitoches 

Times on June 28, 2025. 
 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 
on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 
5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 14th day of July, 2025. 
 
 
_______________________________     ____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR  BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 15th day of July, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Petite and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as follows, 

to-wit: 

ORDINANCE NO. 021 OF 2025 

 

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN BUILDINGS UNSAFE  

AND RECOMMENDING THAT SAME BE DEMOLISHED OR PUT INTO  

REPAIR TO COMPLY WITH THE BUILDING CODE, AUTHORIZING  

NOTICE TO BE SERVED, FIXING HEARING DATE AND APPOINTING  

CURATOR TO REPRESENT ABSENTEES 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Director of Planning & Zoning and City Building Inspector have filed written 
reports with the City Council declaring that the buildings listed below are in a dangerous and 
unsanitary condition which makes them unsafe and endangering the public welfare, and 
recommending that said buildings be demolished or put in repair to comply with the Building 
Code, to-wit: 
 

1. Randy Turner, Et AL 
  774 Hwy 1220 

 Natchez, La 71456 
 Lots 1 & 2 Block 5 of Bailey Hgts. Annex (801 Dixie St.) 

 
2. Louisiana State Board of Elementary & Secondary Education 

 1201 N. 3rd. St., Suite 5-190 
 Baton Rouge, La 70810 
 Five Lots 319.6 Ft. Fronting on Alley Connecting Martin Luther King Dr. & 
 High St. And Lots 1, 2, 3, & 4 44.2 Ft of Lot 6 Blk C & Lots 2 & 3 Blk B of 
 the S & P Add. (412 Martin Luther King Dr.) 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the following locations were provided an additional 30 days to 
make progress/improvements to comply with the Building Code for compliance at the April 28, 
2025 City Council meeting.  The 30-day time frame has now expired. 

 
3. Cynthia Mandarino 

  817 Fourth Street 
  Natchitoches, LA 71457 

Lot SE Corner 4th & Buard Streets, E By Green & Hughes, S By Holmes (817 

Fourth St.) 

 

4. Paul Douglas Solomon Family Trust 
  223 Sewanee St. 
  Natchitoches, LA 71457 
  Lot West Side 2nd St., N By Aaron, S By Fixary (852 Second St.) 

 

 
WHEREAS FURTHER, a motion was made by Mr. Petite and seconded by Mrs. Smith 
to approve an additional 6 months to make progress/improvements to comply with the 
Building Code for compliance at the following locations:  817 Fourth Street and 852 

Second Street. 
 
 

  

 

 



THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on June 9, 2025 and published in the Natchitoches 

Times on June 14, 2025. 

  

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 
5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 14th day of July, 2025. 
 
 
_______________________________     ____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR  BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
 

Delivered to the Mayor on the 15th day of July, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Petite and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as follows, to-wit: 

ORDINANCE NO. 023 OF 2025 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 

TO AWARD THE BID FOR 2025 STREET REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

BID NO. 0676 

 

 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 036 of 2025 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council on May 

12, 2025, authorizing the Mayor to advertise for bids for 2025 Street Rehabilitation Program; and 

 WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on May 15, May 22, and May 29, 

2025, in accordance with law; and 

 WHEREAS, two bid proposals were received and opened on June 17, 2025, as follows: 

(1) Apeck Construction, LLC 

Anacoco, LA 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 
$570,263.10 

  
(2) Regional Construction, LLC 

Natchitoches, LA 
……………………………………………………………………………. $632,091.50 

 WHEREAS, on June 17, 2025, the appointed committee of Clarissa Smith, Finance Director; Edd 

Lee, Director of Purchasing; Donald Forest, Public Works Director; and Eddie Harrington, Councilman, 

District 1; reviewed the bid proposals for 2025 Street Rehabilitation Program (Bid No. 0676); and 

 WHEREAS, the above-appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City award 

the bid to the lowest bidder Apeck Construction, LLC, in the amount of $570,263.10 including the Base 

Bid plus Additive Alternate No. 1. 

 THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on June 23, 2025 and published in the Natchitoches 

Times on June 28, 2025. 

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had on same, 

was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

 

  AYES:  Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  
  NAYS:  None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 
5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 14th day of July, 2025. 
 
 
_______________________________     ____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR  BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
 

Delivered to the Mayor on the 15th day of July, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen and Seconded by Mrs. Elie as follows, 
to-wit: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 024 OF 2025 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE 

CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA, TO ENTER INTO 

A COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT WITH THE 

HISTORIC DISTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION INC., 

WHEREBY THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES WILL 

PROVIDE EMPLOYEES TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION INC. IN EXCHANGE FOR THE 

SERVICES AND BENEFITS THAT THE CITY RECEIVES 

FROM THE OPERATIONS OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION INC. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter referred to as the “City”) is 

a Municipality located in the State of Louisiana, Parish of Natchitoches governed under a Home 

Rule Charter and a Code of Ordinances adopted by Ordinance No. 5 of 1977; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City of Natchitoches is specifically authorized under Section 

1.06 of the Charter of the City of Natchitoches to provide for the general welfare, safety, health, 

peace and good order of the City, and further authorized under Section 1.07 of the Charter of the 

City of Natchitoches to enter into Joint Service Agreements or Cooperative Efforts with other 

governmental agencies; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the HISTORIC DISTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION INC. 
(sometimes hereinafter referred to as “HDBA”) is a non-profit Louisiana corporation that currently 
coordinates and manages several events in the Natchitoches Historic District, including the 
Festival of Lights celebration and the Antique Car Show; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the HDBA also undertakes the following responsibilities: 
 
-Participate on the hiring committee for the Main Street Office, 
-Provide Main Street quarterly reporting, 
-Attend Main Street quarterly meetings, and 
-Take necessary steps to retain Main Street Certification, including attendance at required 
meetings and providing necessary reports  

; and 
 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the HDBA is authorized to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor 

Agreements with the City of Natchitoches; and 

  WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches acknowledges that 

all of the above projects and programs were and are beneficial to the City of Natchitoches; and  

 



WHEREAS FURTHER, HDBA has requested assistance from the City so that it will be 

able to offer certain benefits and services to its employees; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, more specifically HDBA has requested that the City and HDBA 

enter into a Cooperative Agreement under which the City will supply certain employees to HDBA, 

the HDBA will reimburse the City for the salaries and related benefits paid for these employees, 

and the HDBA will continue to provide the services outlined above; and  

WHEREAS FURTHER, the proposed arrangement between the City and HDBA is set 

forth in the attached Cooperative Endeavor Agreement; and  

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City of Natchitoches and HDBA have agreed to enter into a 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement as set forth in the attached Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, 

with the following terms: 

(1)  The City does hereby contract with the HDBA to provide employees to the HDBA as 

contemplated under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement.  The employees assigned by the City 

to the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement will provide services at the direction of 

the HDBA.  

(2)   The HDBA will fully reimburse the City for the actual cost of the employees assigned 

to the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, which said reimbursement shall 

include the cost of salaries and related benefits including retirement, sick leave, vacation, comp 

time, worker’s compensation, retirement, health insurance, etc. 

(3) The HDBA will pay an annual administration fee of $5,000.00 per full time employee, 

and $2,000.0 per part time employee, which administration fee will offset some of the costs to the 

City and to establish an escrow for future claims that may be made by the employees assigned to 

the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement or for actions of the employees assigned 

to the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement. 

(4)  The City will amend its general liability insurance policy, to include coverage for 

injuries, death or loss of property, associated with the actions of the employees assigned to the 

HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement. 

(5)  The City agrees that the benefits provided by the HDBA to the City, as more fully set 

forth above, are consideration for the services provided to the HDBA.  

(6)  The HDBA further agrees to continue to participate in and provide services which are 

beneficial to the City and Parish of Natchitoches, Louisiana. 



(7)  This agreement shall be in effect for five year from the date of this Agreement, as long 

as the HDBA continues to provide services that are beneficial to the City of Natchitoches, 

Louisiana, and reimburse the City for the employees assigned to the HDBA under this Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement on the same terms as detailed in (2) above. In the event that the HDBA fails 

to provide the services that are beneficial to the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana, or reimburse the 

expenses set forth in paragraph (2), then the City may terminate the agreement with thirty days’ 

written notice.  If the City fails to provide the employees to the HDBA as contemplated under this 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, then the HDBA may terminate the agreement with thirty days’ 

written notice.  This Cooperative Endeavor Agreement may be extended under the same terms and 

conditions for two additional one-year periods by agreement of the parties hereto.   

(8) It is understood and agreed by the parties that the HDBA shall be solely responsible for 

the performance management of the employees assigned to the HDBA under this Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement, including definition of expected performance, evaluation, and appraisal of 

employee and organizational performance.  The City shall only have administrative management 

of the employees assigned to the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement.  The 

employment of all the employees assigned to the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor 

Agreement shall be subject to all City administrative policies and procedures, including, but not 

limited to the Personnel Policies Manual, and all local ordinances and state laws or regulations 

which govern the City of Natchitoches. 

(9)    The employees assigned to the HDBA under this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement 

will be reimbursed for travel at state rates, and any travel cost incurred by the City will be 

reimbursed to the City by the HDBA.  

(10)  It is specifically understood and agreed that the continuation of this Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement is contingent upon the availability of funds to the HDBA for the 

reimbursement of the costs of the employees to the City.  If the HDBA fails to have sufficient 

monies available to it to provide for the continuation of this Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, the 

Cooperative Endeavor Agreement shall terminate. 



(11) This agreement may be terminated and or canceled at any time by mutual agreement 

of the parties with 30-day prior written notice. 

WHEREAS FURTHER, under the general law and the Home Rule Charter of the City of 

Natchitoches, the City has the right, power, and authority to promote, protect, and preserve the 

general welfare, safety, health, peace and good order of the City; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches is of the opinion 

that the proposed agreement with the HDBA will promote the health, safety and welfare of the 

citizens of the City and Parish of Natchitoches, Louisiana; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches, Louisiana, that the Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, Ronnie Williams, Jr., is 

hereby authorized to execute the attached Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with The Historic 

District Business Association Inc. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the terms of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, 

attached hereto, are approved and accepted by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

Louisiana. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor is authorized to extend the Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement for two additional one year terms upon approval by the City Council of the 

City of Natchitoches, by Resolution. 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on June 23, 2025 and published in the Natchitoches 

Times on June 28, 2025. 
 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 
on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 
5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 14th day of July, 2025. 
 
_______________________________     ____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR  BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 15th day of July, 2025 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mrs. Smith at the July 14, 2025 City Council 
meeting as follows: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 026 OF 2025 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 

OF NATCHITOCHES TO AWARD THE BID FOR (1) 2500 KVA 3 PHASE MOUNT 

TRANSFORMER 

 

(BID NO. 0677) 

 

 WHEREAS, Resolution No.039 of 2025 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council on 
May 12, 2025 authorizing the Mayor to advertise for (1) 2500 KVA 3 Phase Mount Transformer 
(Bid No. 0677); and 

 

 WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on, May 15, May 22, and 
May 29, 2025 in accordance with law; and 
 

WHEREAS, eight bid proposals were received and opened as follows: 
 

(1) Arkansas Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Little Rock, AR ..................................................................................$77,670.00 
 

(2) Gresco Utility Supply 
Port Allen, LA……………………………………………………... $81,655.00 
 

(3) ULS Corporate, Inc 
Katy, TX…………………………………………………………… $84,340.44 

 
(4) Wesco Distribution 

Lafayette LA……………………………………………………… $85,724.00 
 

(5) MSTN Transformers 
Greenwood, MS. ................................................................................$89,800.00 
 

(6) Techline, Inc. 
Alexandria, LA ..................................................................................$91,012.35 
 

(7) ECB Solutions, LLC 
Oxford, MS. .....................................................................................$102.000.00 
 

(8) Stuart C. Irby. Co. 
Shreveport, LA .................................................................................$210,884.00 
 

  
        WHEREAS, on July 8, 2025 the appointed committee of Clarissa Smith, Finance Director; 
Edd Lee, Director of Purchasing; Tim Tousek, Utility Director; and Christopher Petite, 
Councilman, reviewed the bid proposals for (1) 2500 KVA 3 Phase Mount Transformer (Bid No. 
0677) 
 

     WHEREAS, the above appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City 
award the bid to the lowest bidder Arkansas Electric Cooperative, Inc., in the amount of 
$77,670.00. 

 

 
 

  



The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Mrs. Elie as 
follows, to –wit: 

 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 060 OF 2025 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE  

CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN  

THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES AND CDE CONSTRUCTION, LLC  

FOR WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS  

(BREDA TOWN -  PHASE 2) 

 

(BID NO. 0672) 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (CITY) awarded the bid to CDE 

CONSTRUCTION, LLC (CONTRACTOR) on March 24, 2025 by Ordinance No. 007 of 2025 
in the amount of $601,554.20 for Water Distribution System Improvements (Breda Town -  Phase 
2) (Bid No. 0672); and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 23, 2025 CONTRACTOR issued Change Order No. 1, fully 

described in Attachment “A”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the contract sum will be decrease by Change Order No. 1 in the amount of 

$13,453.50.00 and the revised contract total will be $588,100.70; and  
 
WHEREAS, the project Engineer, James A. Hagan III, has recommended this change 

order; and  
 
WHEREAS, the CITY is of the opinion that Change Order No. 1 is in the best interest of 

the CITY. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

in legal session convened, that the Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, be and is hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed to execute the referenced Change Order No. 1 to the 
agreement between the City of Natchitoches and the contractor, CDE Construction, LLC. 
 

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

   NAYS: None 

   ABSENT:       None 

           ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 14th day of July, 2025. 

 
___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 
 

 

  



The following Resolution was introduced by Mrs. Elie and Seconded by Mr. Nielsen as follows, 
to –wit: 
 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 061 OF 2025 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A CERTIFICATE 

OF SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES AND 3 GEN CONSTRUCTION LLC FOR FUEL FACILITY 

IMPROVEMENTS AT THE NATCHITOCHES REGIONAL AIRPORT  

  

(BID NO.   0666)  

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches has contracted with 3 Gen Construction, LLC, for 

the Fuel Facility Improvements at the Natchitoches Regional Airport; and 
  
 WHEREAS, this work has been completed; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a substantial completion inspection has been performed by the Engineer and 

a representative of the City of Natchitoches, and they find the project to be complete. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

in legal session convened, that the Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, be and is hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed to execute the referenced Certificate of Substantial 
Completion for 3 Gen Construction, LLC. 

 
This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

   NAYS: None 

   ABSENT:       None 

           ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 14th day of July, 2025. 

 
___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 

 
 

  



 

  ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  

• The next scheduled City Council meeting will be July 28, 2025. 
 

 

With no further discussion, Mayor Williams made a motion for adjournment and all were in favor.  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:51 p.m. 
 

 

_______________/s/______________       _________________/s/____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR           BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE 

 

. 
 

 


