
 

  PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, STATE OF LOUISIANA, 

 MEETING HELD ON 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024 AT 5:30 P.M. 

 

The City Council of the City of Natchitoches met in legal and regular session at the Natchitoches 
Council Chambers, 716 Second Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana on Monday, September 23, 2024, at 
5:30 p.m. 

There were present: 

Mayor Ronnie Williams  
Councilwoman At Large Betty Sawyer-Smith 
Councilman Eddie Harrington 
Councilman Dale Nielsen 

 Councilman Christopher Petite  
Councilwoman Rosemary Elie 

 
  
 
Guest:    Carlaysia Bush – Life Saving Award 
 

Absent:  None 
 
 
Mayor Ronnie Williams called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for coming.  Mayor 
Williams led the invocation and Councilman Petite led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Mayor Williams then called for the reading and approval of the minutes for the September 9, 2024 
meeting. Councilwoman At Large Smith moved that we dispense with the reading of the minutes 
and approval of same.  Seconded by Councilman Nielsen. 
 A roll call vote was as follows:  
 
   AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

   NAYS: None 

  ABSENT: None 

             ABSTAIN: None 

 

 

 

  



The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Mrs. Elie as 
follows, to –wit: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 086 OF 2024 

 
PROCLAMATION DECLARING OCTOBER 3, 2024 AS 

MICHELE SMITH AND ROSEMARIE FENCHEL DAY IN THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES 

 

WHEREAS, The Women’s Resource Center, a pregnancy help medical clinic, was 
founded in 1989 as a non-profit organization to offer services, assistance and guidance to young 
women facing difficult life situations most often due to unplanned pregnancies; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2006, the Women’s Resource Center became a Pregnancy Help Medical 

Clinic that offered material assistance as well as obstetrical ultrasound, prenatal education, 
breastfeeding assistance and post-partum follow-up; and 

 
WHEREAS, the staff of the Women’s Resource Center consists of trained volunteers, 

including registered nurses, as well as the donated time of Dr. Martin Aviles who oversees medical 
issues of the Center; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Women’s Resource Center is the largest organization of its type and 

scope in Central Louisiana; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Women’s Resource Center will be hosting the annual “Celebration of 

Life” fundraising gala on Thursday, October 3, 2024 at the Natchitoches Events Center at which 
Michele Smith and Rosemarie Fenchel will be the keynote speakers; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches wishes to honor Michele Smith and Rosemarie Fenchel in 
their life crusades as national speakers and Global Ambassadors for The Abortion Survivors 
Network and taking time from their busy schedules to promote the mission of the Women’s 
Resource Center. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., Mayor of the City of 
Natchitoches, do hereby proclaim, Thursday, October 3, 2024, as 
 

MICHELE SMITH AND ROSEMARIE FENCHEL DAY 
 
in the City of Natchitoches in honor of their dedication and advocating for the unborn, and 
giving a voice to all affected by abortion. 
 
This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

   NAYS: None 

   ABSENT:       None 

           ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 23rd day of September, 2024. 

 
___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 
 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen and Seconded by Mr. Harrington as 
follows, to-wit: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 025 OF 2024 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 64 OF 2001 BY CHANGING  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

To rezone the following: Lot 5 of East Broadmoor Subdivision, Unit #2, Less 0.011 Acre to 
Highway Department 
 
 

     

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, 
has recommended at their meeting of September 3, 2024 that the application of Cara Neblett, to 
rezone the property described above from B-2 Commercial to B-2 with B-A special exception to 
operate as a restaurant, be APPROVED.  
 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on September 9, 2024 and published in the 
Natchitoches Times on September 14, 2024. 
 
 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 
on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 
5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 23rd day of September, 2024. 
 
_______________________________     ____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR  BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 24th day of September, 2024 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mrs. Elie and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as follows, to-wit: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 022 OF 2024 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A LEASE OF A 125 ACRE TRACT AT THE 

NATCHITOCHES SEWER TREATMENT PLANT FOR HAY OPERATIONS 

WITH MCNEELY CATTLE, LLC, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, RONNIE 

WILLIAMS, TO EXECUTE SAID LEASE ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR ADVERTISING. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches is the owner of a tract of land situated in Sections 20, 29 and 

30, Township 9 North, Range 6 West, which is the location of the Natchitoches Sewer Treatment Plant 

and a shooting range currently used by the City of Natchitoches Police Department; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, approximately 125 acres of the above described property is not currently in 

use as a portion of the Sewer Treatment Plant or shooting range and is not currently being used by the 

City of Natchitoches, Louisiana; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the 125 acre tract is currently leased to McNeely Cattle, LLC (sometimes 

hereinafter referred to as “McNeely”), and McNeely has fulfilled all of its obligations under the current 

lease; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City of Natchitoches has negotiated a renewal of the Hayfield Lease with 

McNeely, and is of the opinion that McNeely will satisfactorily fulfill its obligations under the lease, and is 

of the opinion that a lease should be entered into for a five year term with McNeely; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, a lease has been prepared setting forth the terms, conditions, and 

consideration for the proposed hay field lease, and a copy of which said lease is attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, under the provisions of Louisiana R. S. 33:4712, any property owned by the 

City can be leased to any person after due advertisement and compliance with the law; 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council is of the opinion that the hay field rights are not needed by 

the City for any public purpose, but are a potential source of revenue if leased; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, that the Council 

is of the opinion that the hay field rights are not needed by the City for any public purpose, but are a 

potential source of revenue if leased.



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, be and he is hereby 

authorized and empowered to enter into a lease agreement with McNeely Cattle, LLC, for hay field 

operations, all in substantial compliance with the lease agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED That notice of this proposed ordinance be published three (3) times  

in  fifteen  (15)  days, one (1) week apart, in the Natchitoches Times, the legal journal for  the City, and 

that ordinance be posted in the City Hall. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that any opposition to this ordinance shall  be  made  in writing, filed  

with  the  Clerk  for  the  City of Natchitoches within fifteen (15) days after the first publication  of  this  

ordinance, and that  a  public  hearing  be  held  after the advertisements have  been completed. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the City Clerk be authorized to advertise this  proposed lease  in  

accordance  with law, i.e., three times in fifteen days,  one week apart and to report  to the City Council if 

any opposition is made in writing prior to the time of final adoption. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the City takes cognizance of the fact that the rights to the property 

described above is not needed for public purposes by the City. 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on August 26, 2024 and published in the Natchitoches Times on 

August 31, September 7, and September 14, 2024. 

 

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had on same, 

was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

  NAYS: None 

   ABSENT: None 

  ABSTAIN: None 

 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 
5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 23rd day of September, 2024. 
 
_______________________________    
 ____________________ 
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR  BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
 

Delivered to the Mayor on the 24th day of September, 2024 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen as follows, to-wit: 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 026 OF 2024 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 19 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES BY ADOPTING ARTICLE IX, WHICH IS 

TITLED “SHORT-TERM RENTALS”, AND PROVIDING FOR PERMITTING 
AND REGULATION OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS IN THE CITY OF 

NATCHITOCHES, PROVIDING FOR APPLICATION FOR SAME AND FEES, 

FURTHER PROVIDING FOR AN AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES TO PROVIDE FOR ZONING 

OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS, PROVIDING FOR A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A 

REPEALER CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE 

ORDINANCE. 

 

 

WHEREAS, there has been an increase in practice of renting homes for short terms within the City 

of Natchitoches, and the City does not currently have an ordinance in place that specifically provides for 

the permitting and regulation of the rental of homes for short terms; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches is of the opinion that it is in the 

interest of the City of Natchitoches and its citizens to provide for the permitting and regulation of short 

term rentals in the City; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to adopt an ordinance 

that will allow for the permitting and regulation of short term rentals, and further provide for an 

application process and fees for same; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council desires to amend Chapter 19 of the Code of Ordinances to 

add an Article  that will provide for the permitting and regulation of short term rentals; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, The City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to amend the Code of 

Ordinances to add Article IX, “Short-Term Rentals” which shall  provide as follows, to-wit: 

 

“Article IX.  Short-Term Rentals 

 

Sec. 19-300.   Definitions. 

 



The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall 

have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the 

context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

Host. Any person who is the owner of record of residential real 

property, or the lessee of residential real property under a written 

agreement for the lease of such real property, who offers that dwelling 

unit, or portion thereof, for short-term rental either through a hosting 

platform or individually.  

 

Hosting Platform.   A marketplace, in whatever form or format, that 

facilitates short-term rental property through advertising using any 

medium of facilities, and the form in which the host uses the said 

platform to derive revenue, including booking fees or advertising 

revenue, from providing or maintaining the marketplace. 

 

Local Representative.  An individual located in the City during the 

entire length of the short-term rental period who has access to the 

licensed premises and is authorized to make decisions regarding the 

licensed premises. 

Owner means the person who possesses ownership of the real property 

containing a residential dwelling unit subject to a short-term rental, said 

ownership to be evidenced by a deed. 

 

Resident.  An individual or family member who resides in the dwelling unit.  

The resident can be the owner or host of the short-term rental. 

 

Short-term rental means a residential dwelling unit for the purpose of 

overnight lodging for less than 30 consecutive days or one calendar month, 

whichever is less. 

 

Sec. 19-301. Applicability. 



 

No person shall use or maintain, nor shall any person advertise the use of 

any residential dwelling unit on any parcel in this city for short-term rental 

without a short-term rental permit. 

 

Short-term rentals shall be allowed within the municipal limits of  the City 

of Natchitoches.  

 

Sec. 19-302.  Short-term rental regulations. 

 

(a)The short-term rental permit shall be in the name of the owner, who 

shall be an owner of the real property upon which the short-term rental use 

is to be permitted. 

 

(b) One person may hold no more than ten short-term rental permits within 

the city limits of Natchitoches. The permit shall not be transferable.  

 

(c) Short-term rental uses shall be limited to residential dwelling units 

existing and constructed as of the date of application for the short-term 

rental permit. 

 

d) Each short-term rental property, at all times, shall comply with the 

following standards, as well as any property standards and fire prevention 

standards established in the Natchitoches City Code, while the short-term 

rental is occupied: 

 

Buildings, structures, or rooms shall not be used for purposes 

other than those for which they were designed or intended. 

 

Roofs, floors, walls, foundations, ceilings, stairs, handrails, 

guardrails, doors, porches, all other structural components and 

all appurtenances thereto shall be capable of resisting any an 

all forces and loads to which they may be normally subjected 

and shall be kept in sound condition and in good repair. 

 



Smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, and fire 

extinquishers shall be installed and operable, and all wood-

burning fireplaces and stove shall be cleaned on an annual basis. 

 

An operable toilet, sink, an either a bathtub or shower shall be 

located within the same building, and every room containing a 

toilet or bathtub/shower shall be completely enclosed by walls, 

doors, or windows that will afford sufficient privacy. 

 

The appropriate level of trash and recycling receptacles should 

be maintained so there is no overflow of trash and recycling on 

the property. 

 

Maximum occupancy of the short-term rental property shall 

comply with the approved short-term rental permit typed, as 

described on the approved short-term rental application. 

 

 

(e) A minimum of two on-site parking spaces shall be provided for use by 

the short-term rental occupants.  The Host or Local Representative shall 

provide on-site parking for all guests, and on site parking shall be available 

for all vehicles of guests.  This provision shall not apply to areas of the City 

that are exempt from required off street parking. 

 

(f) The Host or Local Representative shall keep on file with the city the name, 

telephone number, cell phone number, and e-mail address of a local contact 

person who shall be responsible for responding to questions or concerns 

regarding the operation of the short-term rental. This information shall be 

posted in a conspicuous location within the short-term rental dwelling. The 

local contact person shall be available 24 hours a day to accept telephone 

calls and respond physically to the short-term rental within a reasonable 

amount of time when the short-term rental is rented and occupied. 

 

(g) The Host or Local Representative shall post "house policies" within the 

short term rental. The house policies shall be included in the rental 

agreement, which must be signed by the renter and shall be enforced by the 

Host or Local Representative or the designated contact person of the Host 



or Local Representative. The house policies at a minimum shall include the 

following provisions: 

 

(1) Quiet hours shall be maintained from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 

a.m., during which noise within or outside the short-term 

rental dwelling shall not disturb anyone on a neighboring 

property. 

 

(2) Amplified sound that is audible beyond the property 

boundaries of the short-term rental dwelling is prohibited. 

 

(3) Except as permitted by the planning code or commission, 

vehicles shall be parked in the designated on-site parking area 

and there shall not be parking on the street overnight. 

 

(4) The Host, Local Representative and/or Resident shall ensure 

that Parties or group gatherings cause no issues with traffic, 

parking, noise or other problems in the neighborhood. 

 

(h) The Host, Local Representative and/or Resident shall ensure that 

Auctions, weddings, commercial functions, and any other similar events 

cause no issues with traffic, parking or noise in the neighborhood. 

 

(i)The Host, Local Representative and/or Resident shall ensure that the 

occupants and/or guests of the short-term rental use do not create 

unreasonable noise or disturbances, engage in disorderly conduct or violate 

provisions of this code or any state law pertaining to noise, engage in 

disorderly conduct, engage in the excessive consumption of alcohol, engage 

in the  use of illegal drugs or be subject to fines and penalties levied by the 

city up to and including revocation of the short-term rental permit. 

 

(j)The Host or Local Representative, upon notification that occupants and/or 

guests of his or her short-term rental use have created unreasonable noise 

or disturbances, engaged in disorderly conduct or committed violations of 

this code or state law pertaining to noise, disorderly conduct, the excessive 

consumption of alcohol or the use of illegal drugs, shall prevent a recurrence 

of such conduct by those occupants or guests or be subject to fines and 



penalties levied by the city up to and including revocation of the short-term 

rental permit. 

 

(k)  The Host or Local Representative shall maintain a city occupational 

license and pay all occupancy taxes required by law. 

 

(l)  No food service shall be provided by the Host or Local Representative or 

anyone on his behalf. 

 

(m)  The city-issued short-term rental permit shall be displayed on the 

premises. 

 

Sec. 19--303.  Short-term rental permit. 

 

(a) Prospective owner-applicants of a short-term rental use shall apply for 

a permit with the planning director in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter and on a form provided by the city.   

 

(b) The application shall be accompanied by the short-term rental permit 

fee of $200.00 or as set forth in subsection (e), below, to cover the 

administrative costs of issuing a short-term rental permit and, but not 

limited to, inspecting the short-term rental dwelling.   

 

(c) The application shall include the following information: (1) The name, 

address and phone number of the applicant, and verification that the 

applicant is the owner of the property.  (2) The assessor's parcel number of 

the lot on which the short-term rental use is proposed. (3) Certification that 

the permit will be nontransferable. (4) Certification that the local contact 

person is available 24 hours a day to accept telephone calls and respond 

physically to the short-term rental within 30 minutes when the short-term 

rental is rented and occupied. (5) A site and floor plan identifying the 

location of parking on the site (if required) and the location of any bedrooms 

to be used for short-term rental use.  (6) Acknowledgment of receipt and 

inspection of a copy of all regulations pertaining to the operation of a short-

term rental use.  (7) Additional information as may be requested by the 

planning director to determine impact and mitigation measures.   



 

(d) The permit term for all short-term rental permits shall run from 

November 1 to October 31 of each year, regardless of when issued. All 

permits must be renewed annually.   

 

(e) Short-term rental permit fee: The annual permit fee for a short-term 

rental permit shall be $200.00, which fee shall be prorated, monthly, if the 

permit is issued later than December 1. 

 

 

Sec. 19-304.  Violation. 

 

Any violation of this section is subject to the civil and criminal procedures as 

provided in Section 1-9 of this Code and may result in a revocation of the 

short-term rental permit of the violator. Each day of violation shall be 

considered a separate offense.” 

 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, The City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to amend the Zoning 

Regulations of the City of Natchitoches in order to amend the definition of Bed & Breakfast, to adopt a 

definitions for Short-Term Rental and to provide for zoning of short-term rentals; and 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, The City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to amend Section I. Definitions, 

of the Zoning Regulations to amend the definition of Bed & Breakfast and to add a definition of Short-Term 

Rental, as follows: 

 

“Bed & Breakfast.  A building where, for compensation, a bedroom and/or bedrooms, are rented for 

temporary residential tourist lodging.  This use in no way shall allow for the occupancy of an entire residence or 

occupancy of a residence by permanent boarders. 

 

Short-Term Rental.  A residential dwelling unit for the purpose of overnight lodging for 

less than 30 consecutive days or a calendar month, which are governed by Section 19-

300, et seq. of the Code of Ordinances.” 

 

WHEREAS FURTHER, The City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to amend  Section II. Districts, 

Subsection B.1.  R-1 Districts: One family residence districts, of the Zoning Regulations to provide for zoning of 

Short-Term Rentals as follows: 

 

 



“1.  R-1 Districts: One-family residence districts. These districts are composed mainly of areas 

containing one-family dwellings and open areas where similar residential development seems 

likely to occur; few two-family and multiple-family dwellings are found in these areas. The 

district regulations are designed to protect the residential character of the areas by prohibiting 

all commercial activities; to encourage a suitable neighborhood environment for family life by 

including among the permitted uses such facilities as schools and churches, and to preserve the 

openness of the areas by requiring certain minimum yard and area standards to be met. 

 

a. Permitted uses. In R-1 Districts only the following uses are permitted:(1)Uses by right. The 

uses listed below are permitted subject to the conditions specified: 

 

Accessory Use 

 

Dwelling, One-Family 

 

Farming and Truck Gardening; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Golf Course, but not including commercial miniature course or commercial 

driving range; need not be enclosed within structure. 

 

Home Occupation 

 

Modular Homes 

 

Name Plate, not exceeding one square foot in area, need not be enclosed within 

structure. 

 

Park or Playground (public), including Recreation Center; need not be enclosed 

within structure. 

 

(2) Uses requiring planning commission approval. The uses listed below are permitted upon 

approval of the location and site plan thereof by the Planning Commission as being appropriate 

with regard to transportation and access, water supply, waste disposal, fire and police 

protection, and other public facilities, as not causing undue traffic congestion or creating a 

traffic hazard, and as being in harmony with the orderly and appropriate development of the 

district in which the use is located: 

 

Fire Station 

 

Livestock and Poultry Raising, including Dairy; need not be enclosed within 

structure 

 

Outdoor General Advertising Structure; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Pipe Line or Electric Transmission Line; need not be enclosed within structure 



 

Railroad Right-of-way, but not including shops, yards, and team tracks; need 

not be enclosed within structure 

 

School, Elementary and/or Secondary, meeting all requirements of the 

compulsory education laws of the State of Louisiana 

 

University or College (non-profit) 

 

Water Storage; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Water or Sewage Pumping Station 

 

(3) Special exception uses. These uses are declared to possess such characteristics of unique or 

special form that each specific use shall be considered an individual case and shall be subject to 

approval of the City Commission after a Public Hearing and recommendation by the Planning 

Commission: 

 

Airport; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Airport and Dusting Service; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Bed & Breakfast 

 

Cemetery; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Church, including Parish House, Community House, and Educational Buildings 

 

Correctional, Detention, or Penal Institution 

 

Electric Substation; need not be enclosed within structure but must be enclosed 

within a wall or fence at least ten feet high 

 

Radio and Television Broadcasting Transmitter, but not including studio 

 

Short-Term Rental 

 

Revival Church (temporary); as a temporary use on permit issued by the Zoning 

Administrator; such permit to be good for a period not exceeding one week and 

renewal for not more than three such periods. 

 

b.  Building site area. Except as provided in Section III, the minimum building site area shall be: 



 

For a one family dwelling .....7,200 sq. ft. 

For any other permitted use ..... 10,000 sq. ft. 

 

c.  Building height limit. Except as provided in Section III, no structure shall be designed, erected, 

or altered to exceed thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

d.  Yards required. Except as provided in Section III, the minimum dimensions of yards shall be: 

 

Front Yard .....25 ft. 

 

Side Yard .....5 ft. 

 

Rear Yard .....25 ft.” 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, in legal session 

convened, as follows: 

 

SECTION I.   Chapter 19 (entitled “Licenses, Permits and Miscellaneous Business Regulations”) of the 
Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to add Article IX, entitled “Short-Term Rental”, which shall read as 
follows: 

 

“Article IX.  Short-Term Rentals 

 

Sec. 19-300.   Definitions. 

 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have 

the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context 

clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 

Host. Any person who is the owner of record of residential real property, or 

the lessee of residential real property under a written agreement for the 

lease of such real property, who offers that dwelling unit, or portion thereof, 

for short-term rental either through a hosting platform or individually.  

 

Hosting Platform.   A marketplace, in whatever form or format, that 

facilitates short-term rental property through advertising using any medium 

of facilities, and the form in which the host uses the said platform to derive 



revenue, including booking fees or advertising revenue, from providing or 

maintaining the marketplace. 

 

Local Representative.  An individual located in the City during the entire 

length of the short-term rental period who has access to the licensed 

premises and is authorized to make decisions regarding the licensed premises. 

Owner means the person who possesses ownership of the real property 

containing a residential dwelling unit subject to a short-term rental, said 

ownership to be evidenced by a deed. 

 

Resident.  An individual or family member who resides in the dwelling unit.  

The resident can be the owner or host of the short-term rental. 

 

Short-term rental means a residential dwelling unit for the purpose of 

overnight lodging for less than 30 consecutive days or one calendar month, 

whichever is less. 

 

Sec. 19-301. Applicability. 

 

No person shall use or maintain, nor shall any person advertise the use of 

any residential dwelling unit on any parcel in this city for short-term rental 

without a short-term rental permit. 

 

Short-term rentals shall be allowed within the municipal limits of  the City 

of Natchitoches.  

 

Sec. 19-302.  Short-term rental regulations. 

 

(a)The short-term rental permit shall be in the name of the owner, who 

shall be an owner of the real property upon which the short-term rental use 

is to be permitted. 

 

(b) One person may hold no more than ten short-term rental permits within 

the city limits of Natchitoches. The permit shall not be transferable.  

 



(c) Short-term rental uses shall be limited to residential dwelling units 

existing and constructed as of the date of application for the short-term 

rental permit. 

 

d) Each short-term rental property, at all times, shall com;y with the 

following standards, as well as any property standards and fire prevention 

standards established in the Natchitoches City Code, while the short-term 

rental is occupied: 

 

Buildings, structures, or rooms shall not be used for purposes 

other than those for which they were designed or intended. 

 

Roofs, floors, walls, foundations, ceilings, stairs, handrails, 

guardrails, doors, porches, all other structural components and 

all appurtenances thereto shall be capable of resisting any an 

all forces and loads to which they may be normally subjected 

and shall be kept in sound condition and in good repair. 

 

Smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, and fire 

extinquishers shall be installed and operable, and all wood-

burning fireplaces and stove shall be cleaned on an annual basis. 

 

An operable toilet, sink, an either a bathtub or shower shall be 

located within the same building, and every room containing a 

toilet or bathtub/shower shall be completely enclosed by walls, 

doors, or windows that will afford sufficient privacy. 

 

The appropriate level of trash and recycling receptacles should 

be maintained so there is no overflow of trash and recycling on 

the property. 

 

Maximum occupancy of the short-term rental property shall 

comply with the approved short-term rental permit typed, as 

described on the approved short-term rental application. 

 

 



(e) A minimum of two on-site parking spaces shall be provided for use by 

the short-term rental occupants.  The Host or Local Representative shall 

provide on-site parking for all guests, and on site parking shall be available 

for all vehicles of guests.  This provision shall not apply to areas of the City 

that are exempt from required off street parking. 

 

(f)The Host or Local Representative shall keep on file with the city the name, 

telephone number, cell phone number, and e-mail address of a local contact 

person who shall be responsible for responding to questions or concerns 

regarding the operation of the short-term rental. This information shall be 

posted in a conspicuous location within the short-term rental dwelling. The 

local contact person shall be available 24 hours a day to accept telephone 

calls and respond physically to the short-term rental within a reasonable 

amount of time when the short-term rental is rented and occupied. 

 

(g) The Host or Local Representative shall post "house policies" within the 

short term rental. The house policies shall be included in the rental 

agreement, which must be signed by the renter and shall be enforced by the 

Host or Local Representative or the designated contact person of the Host 

or Local Representative. The house policies at a minimum shall include the 

following provisions: 

 

(1) Quiet hours shall be maintained from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 

a.m., during which noise within or outside the short-term 

rental dwelling shall not disturb anyone on a neighboring 

property. 

 

(2) Amplified sound that is audible beyond the property 

boundaries of the short-term rental dwelling is prohibited. 

 

(3) Except as permitted by the planning code or commission, 

vehicles shall be parked in the designated on-site parking area 

and there shall not be parking on the street overnight. 

 

(4) The Host, Local Representative and/or Resident shall ensure 

that Parties or group gatherings cause no issues with traffic, 

parking, noise or other problems in the neighborhood. 



 

(h) The Host, Local Representative and/or Resident shall ensure that 

Auctions, weddings, commercial functions, and any other similar events 

cause no issues with traffic, parking or noise in the neighborhood. 

 

(i)The Host, Local Representative and/or Resident shall ensure that the 

occupants and/or guests of the short-term rental use do not create 

unreasonable noise or disturbances, engage in disorderly conduct or violate 

provisions of this code or any state law pertaining to noise, engage in 

disorderly conduct, engage in the excessive consumption of alcohol, engage 

in the  use of illegal drugs or be subject to fines and penalties levied by the 

city up to and including revocation of the short-term rental permit. 

 

(j)The Host or Local Representative, upon notification that occupants and/or 

guests of his or her short-term rental use have created unreasonable noise 

or disturbances, engaged in disorderly conduct or committed violations of 

this code or state law pertaining to noise, disorderly conduct, the excessive 

consumption of alcohol or the use of illegal drugs, shall prevent a recurrence 

of such conduct by those occupants or guests or be subject to fines and 

penalties levied by the city up to and including revocation of the short-term 

rental permit. 

 

(k)  The Host or Local Representative shall maintain a city occupational 

license and pay all occupancy taxes required by law. 

 

(l)  No food service shall be provided by the Host or Local Representative or 

anyone on his behalf. 

 

(m)  The city-issued short-term rental permit shall be displayed on the 

premises. 

 

Sec. 19--303.  Short-term rental permit. 

 

(a) Prospective owner-applicants of a short-term rental use shall apply for 

a permit with the planning director in accordance with the provisions of this 

chapter and on a form provided by the city.   



 

(b) The application shall be accompanied by the short-term rental permit 

fee of $200.00 or as set forth in subsection (e), below, to cover the 

administrative costs of issuing a short-term rental permit and, but not 

limited to, inspecting the short-term rental dwelling.   

 

(c) The application shall include the following information: (1) The name, 

address and phone number of the applicant, and verification that the 

applicant is the owner of the property.  (2) The assessor's parcel number of 

the lot on which the short-term rental use is proposed. (3) Certification that 

the permit will be nontransferable. (4) Certification that the local contact 

person is available 24 hours a day to accept telephone calls and respond 

physically to the short-term rental within 30 minutes when the short-term 

rental is rented and occupied. (5) A site and floor plan identifying the 

location of parking on the site (if required) and the location of any bedrooms 

to be used for short-term rental use.  (6) Acknowledgment of receipt and 

inspection of a copy of all regulations pertaining to the operation of a short-

term rental use.  (7) Additional information as may be requested by the 

planning director to determine impact and mitigation measures.   

 

(d) The permit term for all short-term rental permits shall run from 

November 1 to October 31 of each year, regardless of when issued. All 

permits must be renewed annually.   

 

(e) Short-term rental permit fee: The annual permit fee for a short-term 

rental permit shall be $200.00, which fee shall be prorated, monthly, if the 

permit is issued later than December 1. 

 

 

Sec. 19-304.  Violation. 

 

Any violation of this section is subject to the civil and criminal procedures as 

provided in Section 1-9 of this Code and may result in a revocation of the 

short-term rental permit of the violator. Each day of violation shall be 

considered a separate offense.” 

 

SECTION II.   Section II. Districts, Subsection B.1.  R-1 Districts: One family residence districts, of the 

Zoning Regulations is hereby amended to provide as follows: 



 

“1.  R-1 Districts: One-family residence districts. These districts are composed mainly of areas 

containing one-family dwellings and open areas where similar residential development seems 

likely to occur; few two-family and multiple-family dwellings are found in these areas. The 

district regulations are designed to protect the residential character of the areas by prohibiting 

all commercial activities; to encourage a suitable neighborhood environment for family life by 

including among the permitted uses such facilities as schools and churches, and to preserve the 

openness of the areas by requiring certain minimum yard and area standards to be met. 

 

a. Permitted uses. In R-1 Districts only the following uses are permitted:(1)Uses by right. The 

uses listed below are permitted subject to the conditions specified: 

 

Accessory Use 

 

Dwelling, One-Family 

 

Farming and Truck Gardening; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Golf Course, but not including commercial miniature course or commercial 

driving range; need not be enclosed within structure. 

 

Home Occupation 

 

Modular Homes 

 

Name Plate, not exceeding one square foot in area, need not be enclosed within 

structure. 

 

Park or Playground (public), including Recreation Center; need not be enclosed 

within structure. 

 

(2) Uses requiring planning commission approval. The uses listed below are permitted upon 

approval of the location and site plan thereof by the Planning Commission as being appropriate 

with regard to transportation and access, water supply, waste disposal, fire and police 

protection, and other public facilities, as not causing undue traffic congestion or creating a 

traffic hazard, and as being in harmony with the orderly and appropriate development of the 

district in which the use is located: 

 

Fire Station 

 

Livestock and Poultry Raising, including Dairy; need not be enclosed within 

structure 

 

Outdoor General Advertising Structure; need not be enclosed within structure 

 



Pipe Line or Electric Transmission Line; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Railroad Right-of-way, but not including shops, yards, and team tracks; need 

not be enclosed within structure 

 

School, Elementary and/or Secondary, meeting all requirements of the 

compulsory education laws of the State of Louisiana 

 

University or College (non-profit) 

 

Water Storage; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Water or Sewage Pumping Station 

 

(3) Special exception uses. These uses are declared to possess such characteristics of unique or 

special form that each specific use shall be considered an individual case and shall be subject to 

approval of the City Commission after a Public Hearing and recommendation by the Planning 

Commission: 

 

Airport; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Airport and Dusting Service; need not be enclosed within structure 



Bed & Breakfast 

 

Cemetery; need not be enclosed within structure 

 

Church, including Parish House, Community House, and Educational 

Buildings 

 

Correctional, Detention, or Penal Institution 

 

Electric Substation; need not be enclosed within structure but must be 

enclosed within a wall or fence at least ten feet high 

 

Radio and Television Broadcasting Transmitter, but not including studio 

 

Short-Term Rental 

 

Revival Church (temporary); as a temporary use on permit issued by the 

Zoning Administrator; such permit to be good for a period not exceeding 

one week and renewal for not more than three such periods. 

 

b.  Building site area. Except as provided in Section III, the minimum building site area 

shall be: 

 

For a one family dwelling .....7,200 sq. ft. 

 

For any other permitted use ..... 10,000 sq. ft. 

 

c.  Building height limit. Except as provided in Section III, no structure shall be designed, 

erected, or altered to exceed thirty-five (35) feet. 

 

d.  Yards required. Except as provided in Section III, the minimum dimensions of yards 

shall be: 

 

Front Yard .....25 ft. 

 

Side Yard .....5 ft. 

 

Rear Yard .....25 ft.” 



 

SECTION III.   BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that if any part of this Ordinance is for any reason held 

to be unconstitutional or invalid, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance, and the invalidity shall be limited to that specific 

portion so declared to be invalid. 

SECTION IV.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall go into effect immediately after 

due publication according to law. 

SECTION V.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Harrington as follows, to-wit: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 027 OF 2024 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF A DONATION 

FROM CRIME STOPPERS OF NATCHITOCHES, INC., OF INFORMATIONAL 

STREET SIGNS TO BE LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, 

AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ANY AND ALL 

INSTRUMENTS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH 

 

WHEREAS, Crime Stoppers of Natchitoches, Inc. (sometimes hereinafter “CSN”) has acquired 
informational street signs that provide contact information for CSN, including a telephone number; and 

WHEREAS, the CSN and the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter “City”) desire to locate 
the street signs throughout the City of Natchitoches in order to provide easy contact information for CSN, 

and 

WHEREAS, CSN and the City are of the belief that locating street signs with contact information 

for CSN could lead to an increase in confidential tips being provided to CSN, which in turn would assist the 

City of Natchitoches Police Department in response to crime in the City of Natchitoches; and 

WHEREAS, CSN has offered to and desires to donate the street signs to the City, with the 

understanding that the City will install the signs throughout the City; and  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have studied the matter and have concluded that the 

acquisition of the street signs and installation of the street signs throughout the City above would be in 

the best interest of the CITY, its citizens, and the general public, and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council take cognizance of the fact that the street signs, described 

above, can be utilized immediately by the City for public purposes and the Council deems it to be in the 

best interest of the City to so acquire the street signs, and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council wish to go on record to thank CSN for the generous 

donation to the CITY; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council in regular session convened as follows: 

I.  That the City does accept the donation from Crime Stoppers of Natchitoches, Inc. of the street 

signs described above, immediately, and with gratitude. 



II. That the Honorable Mayor, Ronnie Williams, Jr., be and he is hereby authorized and 

empowered to accept the donation on behalf of the City and that he is authorized and empowered to 

execute any documents that may be required, all in accordance with the general terms and conditions set 

forth in this Ordinance. The said Mayor is hereby given full and complete authority   to   incorporate in 

said instrument   such   terms, conditions, and agreements as may be necessary to protect the interest of 

the City in substantial compliance with the general terms and conditions set forth in this Ordinance. 

III.  That this Ordinance be declared INTRODUCED at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on this 

the 23rd day of September, 2024, and that a public hearing be called for at the next regular meeting of 

the City Council which will be held on the 14th day of October, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following Resolution was introduced by Mrs. Elie and Seconded by Mrs. Smith as 

follows, to –wit: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 087 OF 2024 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO  

ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH RISK SERVICES  

OF LOUISIANA, INC. FOR PROPERTY INSURANCE  

FOR THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 
 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Director and the Finance Director has reviewed the proposals 

submitted for property insurance for the City of Natchitoches and recommends the contract be 

awarded to Risk Services of Louisiana, Inc. in the amount of $300,954.00 for the policy period 

October 11, 2024 through October 11, 2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Honorable Ronnie Williams, Jr., Mayor, is 

hereby authorized, empowered and directed to sign any and all documents necessary for the 

execution of the contract as above referenced.  

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite  

   NAYS: None 

   ABSENT:       None 

           ABSTAIN: None 

 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 

5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 23rd day of September, 2024. 

 
___________________________________ 

RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 

 

RESOLUTION NUMBER:  088                                                   Date: September 23, 2024____________                       

 

 

The City of Natchitoches of the Parish of Natchitoches met in regular session on this date.  The following 
resolution was offered by Mr. Petite and seconded by Mr. Nielsen 
 

R   E   S   O   L   U   T   I   O   N 

 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an Agreement with the Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development (LA DOTD) for improvements at the Natchitoches Regional 
Airport. 

 

WHEREAS, Act 451 of the 1989 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature authorized the 
financing of certain airport improvements from funds appropriated from the Transportation Trust 
Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches has requested funding assistance from the LA DOTD to/for 
Fuel Facility Improvements; and 

 

WHEREAS, the stated project has been approved by the Louisiana Legislature and the LA DOTD 
is agreeable to the implementation of this project and desires to cooperate with the City of 
Natchitoches according to the terms and conditions identified in the attached Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the LA DOTD will provide the necessary funding for the Fuel Facility Improvements 

and reimburse the sponsor up to $55,477.00 of project cost. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Natchitoches that it does hereby authorize 

the Mayor to execute an Agreement for the project identified as AIP No. 3-22-0034-033-2024, 

BIL No. 3-22-0034-032-2024, and SPN H.016086 more fully identified in the Agreement attached 

hereto, and to execute any subsequent related documents, including, but not limited to, 

amendments to said agreement. 

 

This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption. 

 

The aforesaid resolution, having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 

 

 YEAS: Elie, Nielsen, Smith, Harrington, Petite 

 NAYS:   None                              

  ABSENT: None 

 

WHEREUPON, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., declared the resolution passed by a vote of 5 Ayes 
to 0 Nays this 23rd day of  September, 2024. 

 

                              

                 CITY OF NATCHITOCHES                                 
            

 



BY:_______________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                 (Signature) 

 

__________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                      (Typed or Printed Name) 

 

TITLE:____________________________________ 

 

 

                                                                                                      
ATTEST:__________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                      (Signature) 

 

 TITLE:____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

  
 The next scheduled City Council meeting will be Monday, October 14, 2024. 

 
 

With no further discussion, Mayor Williams, Jr., made a motion for adjournment and all were in 
favor.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
 

 

 

________________________________       _____________________________________  
RONNIE WILLIAMS, JR., MAYOR            BETTY SMITH, MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE 

 

 

 


