




BOM

June 8, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secreta ry

United States Department of Transportation

1200 New JerseY Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear SecretarY Buttigieg:

As the president and CEo of BoM Bank, I write to you in strong support of the application submitted by City of

Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of Transportation's (DOT) Rebuitding Americon lnfrastructure with

Sustoinability ond Equity (RAISE) Grant Program'

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the "Natchitoches Safe streets Revitalization" Project

to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas street Business corridor from Highway 1 south Bypass to washington street'

The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and neighborhood streets that enable the safe movement of people and

goods throughout the community, enabling access to essential services such as food, health care and education'

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike & Pedestrian Plan'

as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, and drive equitable access to public

and commercial services, education, health care, and job opportunities. The project aligns with the federal DoTs

prioritization of projects that have a significant local or regional impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety,

and address access, equity, and environmental concerns'

As a Community Development Financial lnstitution (cDFl), BoM Bank prioritizes servicing underbanked, low-

income, low-wealth and other disadvantaged people and communities. Dor contributing to this project will

enhance the neighborhoods of our customerr. tt it sott/ Bank's responsibility to advocate for the betterment of

Natchitoches.

We at BoM Bank stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe streets Revitalization Project and the city's

applicationtotheRAlsEGrantprogram. Thankyouforyourconsiderationofthecity'sapplicationandthisletter'

Sincerely,

!/ fA// #+ t
Kn-
Ken Hale

President & CEO, BOM Bank

Operations ComPlex

Web: BofN4.com

860 Washington Street Natchitoches ,LA'7l+57

Phone: (318) 238-2330 Fax: (3lB) 238-3+32



 

Interior Region 2 � South Atlantic−Gulf 

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi  

North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, U.S. Virgin Islands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

June 17, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation  

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

As the Superintendent of Cane River Creole National Historical Park, a unit of the National Park 

Service within the Department of Interior, I write to you in strong support of the application 

submitted by City of Natchitoches, Louisiana to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.   

 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets 

Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from 

Highway 1 South Bypass to Washington Street, through a predominantly African American 

neighborhood. The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and neighborhood streets that enable the 

safe movement of people and goods throughout the community, enabling access to essential 

services such as food, health care, and education.  

 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike 

and Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, 

safety, and equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, and job 

opportunities for an underserved area within the community. The project aligns with the federal 

DOT’s prioritization of projects that have a significant local or regional impact, result in good-

paying jobs, improve safety, increase quality of life, and address access, equity, and environmental 

concerns.   

 

This project also has a direct tie to Cane River Creole National Historical Park and the mission of 

the National Park Service.  In February 2021, the park administrative offices and visitor center 

moved to a location just south of the Texas Street Business Corridor within the heart of the African 

American community. Safe movement of people, both residents and visitors, through the area and 

to our new visitor center is critical to successfully tie into the broader community. Connecting this 

section of the City through viable streets and sidewalks will not only provide a connection to the  
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park, but also focus on much needed safety and quality of life improvements within an African 

American neighborhood that has been largely neglected in the past two decades.  

 

On a larger scale, the National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources 

and values of our nation’s parks and special places for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration 

of this and future generations. As such, the agency cooperates with partners to extend the benefits 

throughout this country and the world. Local governments, tribes, nonprofit organizations, 

businesses, and individual citizens ask for our help in revitalizing their communities, preserving 

local history, celebrating local heritage, and creating close-to-home opportunities for kids and 

families to get outside, be active, and have fun. Since 2019, Cane River Creole National Historical 

Park has partnered with the City of Natchitoches on neighborhood improvements south of the 

Texas Street Business Corridor. and will continue to do so into the foreseeable future. The RAISE 

grant application submitted by City of Natchitoches directly ties into this partnership.  

 

I stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project and the City’s 

application to the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your consideration of the City’s 

application and this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Carrie A. Mardorf 

Superintendent 

 



SENATE
STATE OF LOUISIANA

431  Jefferson Street

Natchitoches,  lA 71457

Email:  sen31 @Iegis.Ia.gov

Phone:  (318)  357-3116

Fclx:  (318)  357-3184

LOUIE BERNARD

STATE  SENATOR  ~  DISTRICT  31

June 7, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary

United States Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

CO"lTTEES
Insurance, vice Chairman

Agriculture,  Forestry, AquQculture

and  Rural  Development

Revenue  and  Fiscal Affairs,

Interim Member

Transportation,  Highways

and  Public Works

i,

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

As the State Senator for District 31,  I write to you in strong support of the application submitted by City

of Natchitoches  (LA)  to  the  Department  of Transportation's  (DOT)  Rebwz./c7z.7?g .4merjccz77  J;?/czs/7'z/c/z/re

with Sustairiability and Equity (RAISE) GrElrfu pTogla.in.

With  funding  support  from  the  federal   DOT,  the  City  will   launch  the  "Natchitoches   Safe   Streets

Revitalization" Project to  rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas  Street Business  Corridor from Highway  1

South  Bypass to  Washington  Street.   The  project will  rehabilitate  feeder roads  and  neighborhood  streets

that enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout the community, enabling access to essential

services such as food, health care and education.

The  project  scope  includes  the  Texas  Street  Business  Corridor  Roundabout,  the  Natchitoches  Bike  &

Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, and drive

equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, andjob opportunities.

This project access to safe, efficient transportation routes across the city for public services, while easing

movements  for  all  residents  to  places  of employment,  health  care  and  education  providers,  as  well  as

commercial  and  retail  centers.  The  Natchitoches  Safe  Streets  Revitalization  Project  will      substantially

a®dvance equity and access objectives, while aligning with the federal DOT's prioritization of projects that

have a significant local or regional impact, result in good-payingjobs, improve safety, and address access,

equity, and environmental concerns.

I stand in strong suppoil of the Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project and the City's application

to the RAISE Grant program.   Thank you for your consideration of the city's application and this letter.

crin#
Louie Bemard

Senate District 31





















The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

As the Executive Director of Cane River National Heritage Area, I write 
 to you in strong support of the application submitted by the City of
Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT)
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity
(RAISE) Grant Program. 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the
“Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and
revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from Highway 1 South
Bypass to Washington Street. The project will rehabilitate feeder roads
and neighborhood streets that enable the safe movement of people and
goods throughout the community, enabling access to essential services
such as food, health care, and education. 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor
Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike & Pedestrian Plan, and rehabilitation
of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, and drive
equitable access to the public commercial services, education, health care,
and job opportunities. The project aligns with the federal DOT’s
prioritization of projects with a significant local or regional impact,
resulting in good-paying jobs, improving safety, and addressing access,
equity, and environmental concerns.

From a cultural and heritage tourism perspective, revitalizing the Texas
Street Business Corridor and incorporating key components of the
Natchitoches Bike and Pedestrian Plan is vital to growing the tourism
economy. Visitors enjoy the Cane River National Heritage Area (CRNHA)
as a destination for hiking, biking, paddling, walking, and running. 

JUNE 14, 2021

CONTINUED

1115 Washington Street

Natchitoches, LA 71457

www.CaneRiverNHA.org

Rebecca@CaneRiverNHA.org



Each year, CRNHA supports tours and other events that help the City of
Natchitoches draw visitors, shoppers, and diners. The Heritage Area
also offers school tours, camps, and other outdoor adventures that help
our younger generation get moving and connect with the great outdoors
in their own backyards. The scope of the City’s Natchitoches Safe
Streets Revitalization Project will address the vast needs identified in
our city-wide Master Bike and Pedestrian Plan - from a short walk
across the street to a long bike trip following the Cane River National
Heritage Trail. The project aims to balance the needs of nonmotorized
accessibility and connectivity of students, urban residents, and tourists
alike.

We at Cane River National Heritage Area stand in strong support of the
Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project and the City’s
application to the RAISE Grant program. Thank you for your
consideration of the city’s application and this letter.

CONTINUED

RESPECTFULLY,

Rebecca Blankenbaker

Executive Director

1115 Washington Street

Natchitoches, LA 71457

www.CaneRiverNHA.org

Rebecca@CaneRiverNHA.org
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June 11, 2021 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

As the owner/operator  of Sharpco Hotels Group, I write to you in strong support of the application 

submitted by City of Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Rebuilding American 

Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.   

 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the city will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets 
Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from Highway 1 
South Bypass to Washington Street. The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and neighborhood streets that 

enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout the community, enabling access to essential 

services such as food, health care and education.  

 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike & 

Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, and drive 

equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, and job opportunities. The 

project aligns with the federal DOT’s prioritization of projects that have a significant local or regional 
impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, and address access, equity, and environmental concerns.   

 

Texas Street is one of two major throughfares in Natchitoches, the other being College Ave.  Both Texas 

and College have similar traffic counts, but Texas Street has seen extraordinarily little infrastructure from 

our local government for decades.  Fortunately, that has changed, our new City of Natchitoches 

administration are very cognizant of the lack of effort in the past and the opportunity of the future for Texas 

Street. Our hotel company which operates four facilities here in Natchitoches are dependent on the city to 

be successful.  And as a sports adage goes, you are only as good as your weakest link.  Natchitoches has a 

diamond in the rough with Texas Street, millions of dollars will be added to our local economy with the 

improvements to that corridor.  Industrial, commercial, and residential will be impacted with a refresh.    

 

We at Sharpco Hotels Group stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project 

and the City’s application to the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your consideration of the city’s 
application and this letter. 

 

Best Regards, 

 
 

Jay Sharplin 













 

                          715 University Parkway, Natchitoches, LA 71457 ● Phone: 318.357.2500 ● Fax: 318.357.3299 

June 15, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

As Executive Director of the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts, I write to you in support of 

the application submitted by City of Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.   

 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets 
Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from Highway 1 
South Bypass to Washington Street.  The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and neighborhood streets 

that enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout the community, enabling access to essential 

services such as food, health care and education.  

 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike & 

Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, and drive 

equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, and job opportunities. The 

project aligns with the federal DOT’s prioritization of projects that have a significant local or regional 
impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, and address access, equity, and environmental concerns.   

 

LSMSA serves the State of Louisiana as the Governor’s School for Louisiana’s academically brightest and 

talented sophomores, juniors, and seniors.  We have 360 students enrolled in a living/learning community 

setting that allows them to benefit from the opportunities afforded to them by Natchitoches and 

Northwestern State University.  Our students typically do not drive, so they rely on alternative means of 

transportation to navigate the community—particularly bicycles.  This Bike and Pedestrian Plan was 

endorsed by LSMSA from its inception, and a member of our school staff served on that planning 

committee. 

 

We at LSMSA overwhelmingly support the Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project and the City’s 
application to the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your consideration of the city’s application and 
this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Steven G. Horton, PhD. 

Executive Director 







June 23, 2021 

 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 2059 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

As the President of Moffett Oil Company, I write to you in strong support of the 
application submitted by City of Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of 
Transportation’s (DOT) Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program. 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches 
Safe Streets Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street 
Business Corridor from Highway 1 South Bypass to Washington Street. The 
project will rehabilitate feeder roads and neighborhood streets that enable the 
safe movement of people and goods throughout the community, enabling access 
to essential services such as food, health care and education. 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the 
Natchitoches Bike & Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional 
streets to increase accessibility, safety, and drive equitable access to public and 
commercial services, education, health care, and job opportunities. The project 
aligns with the federal DOT’s prioritization of projects that have a significant local 
or regional impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, and address 
access, equity, and environmental concerns. 

We at Moffett Oil Company stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe 
Streets Revitalization Project and the City’s application to the RAISE Grant 
program. Thank you for your consideration of the city’s application and this letter. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Glenn Moffett 

President 
Moffett Oil Company, Inc. 

 

Moffett Oil Company, Inc. 
1424-A Texas Street 
Natchitoches, LA 71457 
 

Phone:     318.352.4033 or 888.944.FUEL(3835) 
Fax:          888.943.FUEL(3835)  
 
web: www.moffettoil.com 
 



  
 

 

June 9, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

As the Executive Director of Natchitoches Economic Development Alliance, I write to you in 

strong support of the application submitted by City of Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of 

Transportation’s (DOT) Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 

(RAISE) Grant Program.   

 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets 
Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from 
Highway 1 South Bypass to Washington Street. The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and 

neighborhood streets that enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout the 

community, enabling access to essential services such as food, health care and education.  

 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike 

& Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, 

and drive equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, and job 

opportunities. The project aligns with the federal DOT’s prioritization of projects that have a 
significant local or regional impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, and address access, 

equity, and environmental concerns.   

 

The Natchitoches Economic Development Alliance is dedicated to recruiting new business and 

supporting the resilience and growth of our existing business.  The City’s proposal, being 

considered with this application, directly supports improving the resilience of a corridor that has 

at risk businesses.  Better access means improving the economic development environment in a 

critical part of our community.   Transportation is one of the four corner stones of economic and 

community development, and we support the crucial impact these projects have on our ability to 

revitalize and grow a critical business corridor. 



 

We at Natchitoches Economic Development Alliance/Natchitoches Community Alliance stands in 

strong support of the Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project and the City’s application to 

the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your consideration of the city’s application and this 
letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Michael Ferdinand 

Executive Director 

Natchitoches Economic Development Alliance 

 

 

 
 

 

 





 

 

 
June 9th, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

As the Superintendent of Natchitoches Parish Schools, I write to you in strong support of the 

application submitted by City of Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.   

 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets 

Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from 

Highway 1 South Bypass to Washington Street.  The project will address racial disparities in 

community infrastructure investment, enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout 

the community, create opportunities for employment, and improve access to essential services such 

as food, healthcare and education.   

 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout and the Natchitoches 

Bike & Pedestrian Plan.  Grant funds will be used to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street 

Business Corridor from Highway 1 South Bypass to Washington Street and rehabilitate feeder 

roads and neighborhood streets connecting Texas Street, MLK Jr. Drive, Dixie Street, University 

Parkway and Washington Street. The rehabilitation of the additional streets will increase 

accessibility, safety, and drive equitable access to public and commercial services, education, 

health care, and job opportunities. The project aligns with the federal DOT’s prioritization of 

projects that have a significant local or regional impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, 

and address access, equity, and environmental concerns.   

 

This project will help the students, staff and community of the 6 schools in the project area. Not 

only will it help make these areas safer but will also provide greater access for our stakeholders. 

Many of our stakeholders in these areas need increased access to the larger communities in order 

to access essential services such as education. If you choose to award us this grant, you will be a 

part of immediately improving the lives of our parents, students, and community members. 

We at Natchitoches Parish Schools stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe Streets 

Revitalization Project and the City’s application to the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your 

consideration of the city’s application and this letter. 



 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dr. Grant Eloi 

Superintendent Natchitoches Parish Schools 

 







 

 

June 8, 2021 

 

 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

 

As the President of Northwestern State University, I write to you in strong support of the 

application submitted by City of Natchitoches (LA) to the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) 

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.   

 

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets 

Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from 

Highway 1 South Bypass to Washington Street. The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and 

neighborhood streets that enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout the 

community, enabling access to essential services such as food, health care and education.  

 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike 

& Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety, 

and drive equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, and job 

opportunities. The project aligns with the federal DOT’s prioritization of projects that have a 

significant local or regional impact, result in good-paying jobs, improve safety, and address access, 

equity, and environmental concerns.   

 

Many of our students do not have transportation and this project will provide them with safe access 

to many of the areas that they cannot get to safely due to the conditions of the roads and streets in 

the neighborhoods surrounding Texas Street. 

 

We at Northwestern State University stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe Streets 

Revitalization Project and the City’s application to the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your 

consideration of the city’s application and this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Chris Maggio, Ed.D. 

President 









BILL CASSIDY, M.D.
LOUISIANA

COMMITTEES:

FINANCE

HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

ENERGY AND NATURAL

RESOURCES

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

WASHINGTON, DC OEFICE'

Suite SH-520

Hart Senate Ofticc Building

Washington, DC 20510

(202)224-5U2<l

lanitcd States Senate

June 17, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Washington, DC 20590-0001

Dear Sec. Buttigieg:

It has recently come to my attention that the City of Natchitoches is applying for funding from the

Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant program. They

requesting $23,004,440 to construct part of their "Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization" project.

The City of Natchitoches plans to use the funds to make improvement to their Texas Street Business

Corridor. Specifically, the grant will be used to construct a roundabout at Dixie Street and Texas Street;

implement the Natchitoches Bike and Pedestrian Plan; and rehabilitate 30 streets.

As a rural community, they are not planning to make a match; however, the work requested under this

grant is only a part of the City's overall plan to improve Texas Street, its feeder roads, and adjacent

neighborhood streets between Louisiana Highway 1 South Bypass and Washington Street. Overall,

the Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization project includes rehabilitation of roads and drainage

facilities, new pavement, new and widened sidewalks, walking paths, improved lighting, marked bike and

pedestrian lanes, and other amenities to improve ADA compliance.

I appreciate your department's consideration of this application. I ask that you please keep my office

informed on the progress of this proposal as well as when a final decision has been made regarding this

grant. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Michael Eby in my Baton Rouge Office

at (225)929-7711.

are

Sincerely,

Bill Cassidy, M.D.

United States Senator

BC/ME

3G00 Jackson Stiieet

Suite I15A

Ai.EXANDni/,. LA 71301

(31BI 4T8- 717G

5555 H'lTON Avenue

Suite 100

Baton Rovige, LA 7080S

(2351 D29-7711

101 La Rue Fmancl

Suite 505

LAFAYErrE, LA 70508

(337)2G1-1400

1 Lakeskorb Drive

Suite 1155

Lake Ckaiiles, LA 7062D

(3371261-1400

3<i21 N. Causeway Boulevard

Suite 20a

Metairie, LA 7G002

(504)838-0130

1G51 Louisville Avenue

Suite 123

Monroe, LA 70201

(318)324-2111

6425 YouHLt Drive

Suite 415

Shreveport, la 71105

(318) 738-3215



June 11, 2021

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary

United States Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

As a State Senator, in the Great State of Louisiana,  I write to you in strong support of the

application submitted by the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana to the Department of

Transportation’s (DOT) Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity

(RAISE) Grant Program.

With funding support from the federal DOT, the City will launch the “Natchitoches Safe Streets

Revitalization” Project to rehabilitate and revitalize the Texas Street Business Corridor from Highway

1 South Bypass to Washington Street.  The project will rehabilitate feeder roads and neighborhood

streets that enable the safe movement of people and goods throughout the community, enabling access

to essential services such as food, health care and education. 

The project scope includes the Texas Street Business Corridor Roundabout, the Natchitoches Bike

& Pedestrian Plan, as well as rehabilitation of the additional streets to increase accessibility, safety,

and drive equitable access to public and commercial services, education, health care, and job

opportunities. 

This project access to safe, efficient transportation routes across the city for public services, while

easing movements for all residents to places of employment, health care and education providers, as

well as commercial and retail centers. The Natchitoches Safe Streets Revitalization Project will

substantially advance equity and access objectives, while aligning with the federal DOT’s

prioritization of projects that have a significant local or regional impact, result in good-paying jobs,

improve safety, and address access, equity, and environmental concerns. 

As Louisiana State Senator of District 29, I stand in strong support of the Natchitoches Safe Streets

Revitalization Project and the City’s application to the RAISE Grant program.  Thank you for your

consideration of the city’s application and this letter.

With the kindest personal regards, I remain.

W. Jay Luneau                                                                                                                         

Senator, District 29

WJL/vm
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