
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
O F T H E  C I T Y  O F  N A T C H I T O C H E S ,  S T A T E  O F  L O U I S I A N A ,  

S P E C I A L  C A L L  M E E T I N G  H E L D  O N  
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2019 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 
The City Council of the City of Natchitoches met in legal and special call session at the 
Natchitoches Municipal Building, 560 Second Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana on Friday, 
September 13, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 

There were present: 

Mayor Lee Posey
Councilman At Large Don Mims, Jr. 

  

 Councilwoman Sylvia Morrow  
Councilman Dale Nielsen 

   
  
Guests:  None 
 
Absent:  Councilman Lawrence Batiste
 

  

 
Mayor Lee Posey called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for coming.  Chief Micky 
Dove was asked to lead the invocation and Councilman at Large Don Mims led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   

 
  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Mims and Seconded by Ms. Morrow as 
follows, to-wit: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 034

 
 OF 2019 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 
NATCHITOCHES TO LEASE ALL OR A PORTION OF 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 607 TRUDEAU 
STREET/DEPOT STREET AND 720 SIXTH STREET, 
NATCHITOCHES, LA TO THE NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE (NPS) SETTING THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF SAME, AND AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF THE LEASE BY THE MAYOR, LEE 
POSEY, AFTER DUE COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAW, 
AND FURTHER PROVIDING FOR ADVERTISING OF 
THE LEASE AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter referred to as “City”) is the 

owner of a tract of land situated in the City of Natchitoches, situated in that block bounded on 

the East by Sixth Street, on the South by Trudeau Street, on the West by Railroad right of way 

and on the North by St. Denis Street, upon which tract is located the Texas and Pacific Railway 

Depot (sometimes hereinafter referred to as “Depot”); and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, the City is the process of negotiating the purchase of a tract of 

ground located to the North of the Depot from Eagle Distributing of Shreveport, Inc., upon 

which tract is located an office and cold storage facility (sometimes hereinafter referred to as 

“Eagle Distributing Property”); and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, the City has negotiated a lease with the National Park Service 

for the lease of the Depot as a proposed headquarters facility and the lease of the Eagle 

Distributing Property as a proposed museum collections storage; and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, a copy of the proposed lease agreement, with all attachments is 

attached as Exhibit “A” (sometimes hereinafter referred to as “Lease Agreement”), and provides 

for at term of twenty years with annual rental consideration of $8.85 per square foot, and an 

adjustment for cost of living; and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, the Lease Agreement further provides for the rehabilitation of 

the Depot and Eagle Distributing Property by the City all in compliance with the terms and 

conditions of the Lease Agreement attached hereto; and 



 WHEREAS FURTHER, the obligation of the City to Lease the property is subject to its 

acquisition of the Eagle Distributing Property; and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, under the provisions of Louisiana R. S. 33:4712, any property 

owned by the City can be leased to any person after due advertisement and compliance with the 

law; and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council is of the opinion that the Depot and the Eagle 

Distributing Property are not needed by the City for any public purpose, but are a potential 

source of revenue if leased; and 

 WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council is further of the opinion that the proposed use 

of the Depot and Eagle Distributing Property by the National Park Service will be beneficial to 

the City of Natchitoches and its citizens; and 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches, in legal session convened that the City Council is of the opinion, and does find that 

the Depot and Eagle Distributing Property are not needed by the City for any public purpose 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that Lee Posey, Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, be 

and he is hereby authorized and empowered to enter into a lease agreement with the United 

States of America, acting by and through the designated representative of the National Park 

Service for the lease of the Depot and the Eagle Distributing Property all in substantial 

compliance with the lease agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED That notice of this proposed ordinance be published 

three (3) times in fifteen (15) days, one (1) week apart, in the Natchitoches Times, the legal 

journal for the City, and that ordinance be posted in the City Hall. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that any opposition to this ordinance shall be made in 

writing, filed with the Clerk for the City of Natchitoches within fifteen (15) days after the first 

publication of this ordinance, and that a public hearing is to be held after the advertisements have 

been completed. 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the City Clerk be authorized to advertise  this  

proposed lease  in  accordance  with law, i.e., three times in fifteen days,  one week apart and to 

report  to the City Council if any opposition is made in writing prior to the time of final adoption. 



 THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on August 26, 2019 and published in the 
Natchitoches Times on August 29, September 5 and September 12, 2019. 
 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 
on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 
 
  AYES: Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow 
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: Batiste 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 4 Ayes to 

0 Nays this 13th day of September, 2019. 

 
_______________________________      
LEE POSEY, MAYOR     DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

______________ 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 13th

 

 day of September, 2019 at 10:00 A.M. 

  



APPEAL
   

 FROM RHODES PROPERTIES AND DEVELOPMENT, LLC  

       Purpose:  The City Council to review a decision of the Natchitoches Planning   and Zoning 
Commission at the August 6, 2019 meeting that denied

 

 the application regarding the St. Maurice 
Subdivision. 

Mayor Posey opened the floor for comments from the audience who were in opposition of the 
proposed application regarding the St. Maurice Subdivision. There were 18 residents from the area 
in which the project would take place that spoke in opposition stating the project will create further 
issues they already face with drainage, flooding and traffic in their area.  Most residents also stated 
the number of houses for the size lot proposed created more concerns for them as well.   
 
Mayor Posey then opened the floor for comments from the audience who were in favor of the 
proposed application regarding the St. Maurice Subdivision.  Rhodes Properties owner Justin 
Rhodes addressed the council along with other employees of the business, the engineer for the 
project, and a business owner who supplies material for Rhodes Properties which overall totaled 8 
persons who spoke on the project’s behalf.  Mr. Rhodes addressed the concern of the number of 
houses for the lot size and mentioned it met the City’s code, but if that is not the intention of the 
City it needs to be revisited. 
 
Charlie Whitehead, Planning and Zoning Commission President, presented to the Council how the 
commission came to the decision of denying the application for the proposed project which led to 
the appeal to the council.   
 
Mrs. Juanita Fowler, Planning and Zoning Director, also provided insight on the proposed project 
and how the first step in the process is approving a preliminary survey.  She explained the survey 
was denied at the commission meeting and therefore Rhodes Properties has come to the council to 
appeal the decision of the commission.  Mrs. Fowler stated Rhodes Properties certainly meet the 
requirements regarding lot size, but is the density as it relates to that location appropriate here. 
Reducing the number of lots would probably make the application more compatible for this area. 
 
Mayor Posey then asked for the council members to weigh in with any questions or concerns.   
 
Councilwoman Sylvia Morrow addressed the other members of the council that were serving back 
when Dr. Ahrens proposed a similar project voted in favor of the project while she voted against 
the project.  She stated she has since visited with Rhodes Properties and with members of this area 
and has a full understanding of the proposed project. Ms. Morrow ended by stating she has 
confirmed this area is not in a flood zone. 
 
Councilman Dale Nielsen expressed concerns regarding their being only one way in and one way 
out.  He then stated if the road was connected through and number of houses reduced he could see 
this working.  Mr. Nielsen ended by stated he would love to see Rhodes Properties reconsider their 
approach.  
 
Councilman Eddie Harrington addressed his concerns of having the proposed subdivision being 
gated and the houses not fronting a public street. He also stated the density meets the lot size, but 
the character of development does not meet that of the surrounding area subdivisions and adjacent 
properties. Councilman Harrington ending his comments by  stating Councilman Batiste who was 
absent due to a work obligation was not in favor of this proposed project as it has been put before 
them. 
 
Councilman at Large Don Mims stated the lot size was too dense for the proposed number of 28 
houses to be constructed on the lot. He also stated he believes Rhodes Properties will build on this 
eventually and hoping we can come together as a community to make it work for everyone.  The 
City will still need to address drainage issues currently and as more developments come along. 
 



Preceding all comments, Mr. Nielsen made a motion to uphold the decision of the Planning and 
Zoning Commission to deny the application regarding the St. Maurice Subdivision, seconded by 
Mr. Mims.  A roll call vote was recorded as follows:  
  

AYES: Nielsen, Mims, Harrington 
  NAYS: Morrow  
   ABSENT: Batiste 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
Mayor Posey then stated the Council has never made a decision that has devalued property in the 
City of Natchitoches.  We will continue to try to make decision for the community that continues 
to move Natchitoches forward.  
 
For a complete audio of the minutes of the City Council Special Call meeting, please contact 
City Hall at (318)352-2772. 
 
With no further discussion, Mayor Posey made a motion for adjournment and all were in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 
 
_____/s/ Lee Posey___________________               
LEE POSEY, MAYOR      DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE 

___________/s/ Don Mims____________ 

 


