
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
O F T H E  C I T Y  O F  N A T C H I T O C H E S ,  S T A T E  O F  L O U I S I A N A ,  

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  H E L D  O N  
MONDAY, JULY 23, 2018 AT 5:30 P.M. 

 
The City Council of the City of Natchitoches met in legal and regular session at the Natchitoches 
Arts Center, 716 Second Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana on Monday, July 23, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 

There were present: 

Mayor Lee Posey
Councilman At Large Don Mims, Jr. 

  

Councilman Eddie Harrington  

Councilwoman Sylvia Morrow 
Councilman Dale Nielsen 

 
 

Councilman Lawrence Batiste 

Guests:  None 
 

 
Absent:   

Mayor Lee Posey called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for coming.  Mayor Lee 
Posey led the invocation and Councilman at Large Don Mims led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Mayor Posey then called for the reading and approval of the minutes for the July 9, 2018 

 

meeting. 
Mr. Mims moved that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and approval of same.  
Seconded by Mr. Harrington, a roll call vote was as follows:  

 
 Ayes:  Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow 
 Nays:  None 
 Absent: None 
 Abstain: None 
 
Mayor Posey stated our community has had such a tragic crime happen and he congratulated the 
Police Department, Fire Department, and other law enforcement agencies in the parish came 
together to solve this crime and a person is now in custody.  He stated those in law enforcement 
have worked hard and are hurting after witnessing this horrific crime. 

 

  



An Appeal To The City Council Requesting A Review Of The Decision Of The Planning And 
Zoning Commission At The July 3, 2018 Meeting To Approve The Application Submitted By 
Kyle Smith & Mark Hebert to subdivide the following: 30.561 AC. -- Being Desc. As 25.50 
Ac. In Sec. 40-9-8 Being Shown As Tract "A" On Plat In CB 470, Pg. 699 And Described As 
Follows: Commence At Point "1" On Said Survey (Which Is Also The Se Cor. Of Lot 2 Of 
Shamard Heights, Unit #1), And From This Point Of Beginning (Said Point "1") Located On The 
West Side Of La. Hwy. 504 (Oak Grove Road), Run Thence N 82 Deg. 00 Min. West 700 Ft.; 
Thence Run S 11 Deg. 26 Min. West 171 Ft.; Thence Run S 70 Deg. 32 Min. East 522 Ft.; 
Thence Run South 19 Deg. 23 Min. West 524.6 Ft.; Thence Run S 36 Deg. 50 Min. East 889.0 
Ft.; Thence Run S 54 Deg. 51 Min. West 109.4 Ft., More Or Less, But To The Easterly Right Of 
Way Of U.S. I-49; Thence Run Up The Easterly Right Of Way Of U.S. I-49 As Follows: N 46 
Deg. 06 Min. West 442.5 Ft.; Thence N 57 Deg. 16 Min. West 223.8 Ft.; Thence Run N 30 Deg. 
44 Min. West 1199.5 Ft.; Thence Run N 30 Deg. 43 Min. West 605.4 Ft.; Thence Leaving The 
Right Of Way And Running S 89 Deg. 52 Min. East 1398.0 Ft. (Situated On The Western Side 
Of The Oak Grove Road); Thence Run S 5 Deg.  56 Min. East Along The Right Of Way Of 
The Oak Grove Road A Distance Of 72.4 Ft.; Thence S 0 Deg. 01 Min. East Along The Right Of 
Way Of The Oak Grove A Distance Of 275.0 Ft.; Thence S 4 Deg. 37 Min. West 117.0 Ft. To 
Point "1", The Point Of Beginning & A .836 Ac. Tract That Was Abandoned By The State 
Shown As Tract 1 & Tract 2 On A Survey By Mohr & Associates, Inc. Recorded At CB 705 Pg 
474 to create separate parcels for commercial development. (Tract of land located at the 
northwest intersection of La Hwy. 504 & University Parkway)        

PLANNING & ZONING – APPEAL: 

 

Diane Poe approached the podium on behalf of her 90 year old mother, Lucille Taylor and she 
will be the most impacted by these businesses.  I have specific concerns about this tract of land 
being developed.  She stated the following concerns:  construction and business noise 
disturbances during the night, accessibility to the residents in the area, and a plan for other 
options for traffic flow. To proceed without a plan to address these needs will put the residents at 
risk for accidents, injuries and fatalities.  With leadership comes responsibility and accountability 
as you represent both the residents as well as the developers.  She stated she hopes tough 
questions are answered and the truth is presented.  DOTD did a crash history of this location and 
is considered an abnormal intersection based on the crash rate with overrepresented crashes. This 
will create a more dangerous situation as it already is.   

Jonah Poe questioned what Mr. Hebert and Mr. Smith’s intent is with the portion of the property 
that will not be used for the car dealership or the office building.  The majority of the property is 
unaccounted for and how it will be used.  It was later found out that also a mobile home 
dealership would be constructed on this property. He also questioned why was this never 
mentioned at the Planning and Zoning meeting? 

Sam Riley a resident on Hwy 504 echoed the Poe’s concerns.  He proposes doing a study of how 
you would convey 18 wheelers from Hwy 504 onto this property.   

Donald Hayward stated he owns property on Hwy 504 and would like to move on this property.  
He stated the road would need to be widened which would affect his land.  Donald’s wife 
referred back to the DOTD stating this was one of the most dangerous intersections in our area, 
but that there was no money to address it.  



Mayor Posey stated we took DOTD out there as developers have showed interest in the property 
over the past few year.  We wanted to make sure when people are traveling through Natchitoches 
they are safe so DOTD decided to conduct a study.  Mayor Posey stated he thinks DOTD’s 
interest in implement a roundabout traffic circle at this intersection that will move the traffic and 
make it safer.  DOTD is doing their part at this time to make this location safer.   The noise 
factor should not be an issue as we have regulations on working hours during the construction 
phase. Accessibility is a question for the developer.   

Mr. Harrington asked for the zoning classification of the property.  Mrs. Fowler stated it is zoned 
B-3 over 20 years ago when it was annexed into the City.   Mr. Harrington stated due to this the 
project can move forward, but we are here tonight because the property is planning to be 
subdivided.  The businesses meet the zoning regulations without our approval.  

Ms. Morrow stated she is concerned about the infrastructure and the overrepresentation of traffic.  
There also needs more lighting in this area. At the corner of Texas and Dixie have two stop signs 
and taken the traffic signals down.  DOTD has not corrected this area and this is similar to what 
we are talking about tonight.  This needs to be taken care of before it becomes a bigger problem 
at the Hwy 504 intersection. 

Mark Hebert, Hebert’s Town and Country, stated safety is a concern of theirs and they do not 
want to make this situation dangerous.  They are planning on building a nice state of the art 
facility that will be an asset to the community.  He stated he does not own the property and did 
not own it when work was being done in the past. The area on Hwy 504 has two entrances to the 
property.  He stated construction will not begin for the next 6 months due to planning.  We do 
not receive deliveries of automobiles or part at night which would disrupt the residents.   

Mr. Dale Nielsen stated with the exception of the DOTD issue, the issues of the residents seem 
to be addressed.  We work with DOTD and make recommendations, but this will be their call. 
We are not here tonight for a zoning reclassification, but subdividing the property.   

 

Mr. Nielsen made a motion to uphold the decision of the Planning and Zoning commission to 
subdivide the property into two lots. Mr. Batiste seconded the motion, a roll call vote was as 
follows:   

 Ayes:  Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington  
 Nays:  Morrow  
 Absent: None 
 Abstain: None 
 

 

  



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Ms. Morrow as 
follows, to-wit: 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 022
 

 OF 2018 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 64 OF 2001 BY CHANGING  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

TO REZONE THE FOLLOWING:  LOT 173 FEET FRONT EAST SIDE WILLIAMS 
AVENUE, SOUTH BY CHART HOUSE, EAST BY LILLEY, NORTH BY DEARING 
BEING LOT 1 OF LILLEY SUBDIVISION, LESS LOT 36.7 FEET X 60 FEET OUT OF 
SOUTHEAST 1, PORTION FROM R-1 ONE-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO R-1 
ONE-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT, SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO OPERATE A 
LEGAL OFFICE.     
 
  

 (215 WILLIAMS AVE.) 
 
     
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, 
has recommended at their meeting of July 3, 2018 that the application of David Scott Kendrick 
to rezone the property described above from R-1 One-Family Residence District to R-1 One-
Family Residence District, Special Exception to operate a legal office, be APPROVED.  
 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on July 9, 2018 and published in the Natchitoches 
Times on July 12, 2018. 

 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow 
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 

0 Nays this 23rd day of July, 2018. 

 
_______________________________      
LEE POSEY, MAYOR     DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

______________ 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 24th

 

 day of July, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. 

 
  



Mr. Harrington made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 023 of 2018 and seconded by Mr. 
Nielsen, the motion to amend Ordinance No. 023

 

 was presented for a vote and the vote was 
recorded as follows: 

AYES: Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow 
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Mims as follows, 
to-wit: 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 023
 

 OF 2018 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 64 OF 2001 BY CHANGING  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

TO REZONE THE FOLLOWING:  LOT NORTHEAST CORNER BOSSIER AND 
CASPARI STREET, 93 1/2 FEET FRONT ON NORTH SIDE OF BOSSIER STREET  
FROM R-2 MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO R-3 MULTIPLE-
FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO CONSTRUCT A FOUR (4) UNIT, TWO-STORY 
APARTMENT BUILDING.  
 

(640 BOSSIER ST.) 
 
      
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, 
has recommended at their meeting of July 3, 2018 that the application of James Melvin Clark to 
rezone the property described above from R-2 Multiple-Family Residence District to R-3 
Multiple-Family Residence District to construct a four (4) unit, two-story apartment building, be 
APPROVED.  
 
 WHEREAS, this ordinance was amended to state that no units shall be subsidized 
housing and that the owners can come back before the City Council to ask to be amended again 
for subsidized housing in the future.  
 
  

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on July 9, 2018 and published in the Natchitoches 
Times on July 12, 2018. 
 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow 
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
 



THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0 Nays 

this 23rd day of July, 2018. 

 
_______________________________      
LEE POSEY, MAYOR     DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

______________ 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 24th

  

 day of July, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. 



Mr. Harrington asked if the multi-family units would be subsidized housing. Ms. Fowler stated 
this was not presented to us at the Planning and Zoning Commission. Mr. Melvin Clark stated he 
would be building low income housing on this piece of property.  Mr. Harrington stated as a City 
Council we have to look at and determine if more subsidized housing is greatly needed in our 
community.  He stated he has done some research and represents clients who are in great need 
regarding social security/disability, bankruptcy and those who have nowhere to live and 
understands this situation. If there is a great need there is no issue, but the facts he has 
determined show there is not a great need.  There are some complexes that are only at 50% 
occupancy and adding more can create a bigger issue plus more vacancies.  The Housing 
Authority provides government housing to our residents in need and receives funding from the 
federal government and that funding is affected by the number of available units. Their numbers 
are down and their wait list is dwindling.  Mr. Harrington asked Mr. Corkern if the number of 
vacancies have increased.  Mr. Corkern concurred the vacancies have increased and the wait list 
has dwindled.  Unfortunately, because of this issue is creating a problem for our HUD funding. 
He concluded with subsidized housing is a must, but we cannot lose funding. 

Mr. Cofield stated one of the two units would be for assisted service and the other would be 
disabled veteran.  The other two will be at rented at market value. He stated he will be bringing 
something good to our community when nothing has been built in this area for some time. We 
are offering quality housing which be a part of our for years to come.  

Ms. Morrow stated when we see the words “multi-family” they automatically think negative and 
she doesn’t think it should be viewed that way.  She looks at this as being a positive for our 
community.  We need housing in our area as the apartments in our area either not up to par or are 
full.  She thinks this would be an excellent project for our area. 

Mayor Posey stated he pulled those figures because he is concerned about the community.  We 
have been voted one of the sixth poorest communities in the country.  He then stated you do not 
improve this in your school system by providing more housing for people to live in those 
conditions.  He thinks it would shock people to see how many housing units like this we have in 
our city.  He stated, you cannot build a sound economy on this. He then stated I am for making 
the housing in this community the best it can be for everyone in this community, but if he was on 
this council he would not vote for more housing than what we have now.  He is concerned about 
the Second Street apartments in the heart of the historic district.  He wants us to take care of the 
people we have in this community in the best way possible.  

Ms. Morrow stated just because Mayor Posey does not want multi-family housing doesn’t mean 
she would not stand up for it.  She stated she is for people who need a place to stay.  

Mr. Cofield asked if he and his partners took away the two poverty units would this satisfy their 
requirements for building a housing unit.  He stated they would agree to only having fair market 
value units at this property. 

Mr. Nielsen stated there is a need for units for NSU students so this would be a no brainer to be 
conventional with that in mind.  

The Council made a motion to amend the ordinance to state the housing would not be subsidized 
housing and that the owners would have to come back before the council to amend should they 
want to apply for subsidized housing. 



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen and Seconded by Mr. Batiste as 
follows, to-wit: 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 024
 

 OF 2018 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 64 OF 2001 BY CHANGING  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

TO REZONE THE FOLLOWING:  4 1/4 ACRES - BEING 5 ACRES NORTH BY 
HIGHWAY #1, EAST BY VANCE, SOUTH BY BOSSIER, LESS 85 FEET BY 540 FEET 
FROM R-1 ONE-FAMILY RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO R-3 MULTIPLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENCE DISTRICT TO DEVELOP A FORTY (40) UNIT, TWO-STORY, 
MULTIPLE-FAMILY APARTMENT COMPLEX  
 

(1909 TEXAS ST.) 
  
    
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, 
has recommended at their meeting of July 3, 2018 that the application of Madison Pierce to 
rezone the property described above from R-1 One-Family Residence District to R-3 Multiple-
Family Residence District to develop a forty (40) unit, two-story, multiple-family apartment 
complex.  The application was APPROVED with the stipulation that a wood privacy fence be 
erected adjacent to Nolley Road and that the Fire Department recommendation for fire protection 
be met. 
 

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on July 9, 2018 and published in the Natchitoches 
Times on July 12, 2018. 
 
The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had 

on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Nielsen, Harrington 
  NAYS: Batiste, Mims, Morrow 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
 THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Ordinance FAILED by a vote of 2 Ayes 

to 3 Nays this 23rd day of July, 2018. 

 
_______________________________      
LEE POSEY, MAYOR     DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

______________ 

 
Delivered to the Mayor on the 24th

 

 day of July, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. 

 

  



Mayor Posey asked for anyone in opposition of this project to please give comments at that time.  

Mr. Bechtel stated he attended the last meeting and there is nothing positive about this for the 
neighborhood of Nolley Rd.  Most of the residents are retired and planned to stay there until they 
die.  It comes down to one person’s profit motive against the degradation of the entire 
neighborhood as it relates to quality of life and property value. He then stated he is not against 
Mr. Pierce constructing an apartment complex, but just does not want it constructed at this 
location. 

Mr. Jerome Henson, resident of Nolley Rd., stated this would be at his front door and very 
concerning to him about what will happen later on.  He asked if this would be a federally 
financed loan. Mr. Pierce, project developer, stated it is not. This will be an eyesore in this 
neighborhood and will cause many problems.  

Mr. Elkins owns three lots on Nolley Rd. and is asking for the council not to vote in favor of this 
project. The value of property has already been mentioned.  Mr. Pierce has a property near here 
that he thinks the council should take a look at and consider the condition. 

Jennifer Stanfield, daughter of Mr. Elkins, stated her parents’ privacy is an issue and Mr. 
Pierce’s current property located near here is not being taken care of.  The fence has not being 
maintained and there is noticeable trash at the property.  There is also a safety concern with 
traffic.   

Mr. Andrews, resident of Nolley Rd., stated he would like the council to use empathy in making 
their decision tonight.  

Mr. McDonald, resident of Nolley Rd., stated 95% of the residents are at the meeting tonight and 
are all against this project. We would appreciate your help tonight by not voting in favor.  

Blair Myers also lives on Nolley Rd. also stated she did not want an apartment complex behind 
her property and doesn’t think anyone would. 

Mr. Barry Guillet, on behalf of Madison Pierce, stated many folks in this community are looking 
across their back fence at multi-family developments. He named a few examples across town. 
The car count on Texas Street in this area will be nominal.  This is a private sector development 
and two banks are competing to get this project.  

Madison Pierce, property developer, stated he would like to address the concerns for these 
apartments which would be conventional and not subsidized.  There is a need for a high end 
apartment complex in Natchitoches. He is not necessarily targeting college students, but 
professionals who have moved to the area and are not in the market to buy a home. It will be 
considered a multi-family property and will be very positive for our community.  The units will 
be handicap accessible as the need arises more.  He stated he has properties in Bossier and 
Natchitoches and has a good representation.  In the booklet provided, the property is surrounded 
by multi-family development and this property is perfect for this. Something will be built on it 
whether it is me or not me, but feels someone will propose another multi-family development. 

Crystal Pierce, developer’s wife, stated change is a concern and change is fear, but change is 
actually normal.  Our best interest in this is to continue the pleasantry of Natchitoches with no 
intentions to create an upheaval or lease than nice locations.  This development would be non 
invasive to Nolley Rd.  Only good can come from this because our community does like and 



appreciate quality apartments in the area.  Their plans show the apartments look more like homes 
than apartments.  The engineer was asked to show us what the maximum capacity of this land 
could entail, but that was not our intention.  We are hoping to protect and preserve some of the 
natural elements of this property.  There is a portion of Nolley Rd. that if we did uproot 
everything those properties would be visible, but we plan to keep a buffer around the property so 
that it is secluded.  She then stated change is inevitable and we would like to be a part of this 
change to beautify our parish. 

Mr. Mims stated we need the apartments significantly in the Natchitoches area, but also stated 
his concern over the long term affects of these apartments. What happens to property owners 
when these apartments sell to someone else that doesn’t take care of them.   

Mr. Pierce stated all he could do is give everyone his word that he would maintain the property 
as owner of the property. With any property being built they may to sell to someone else 
eventually who may not keep up the property.  

Mr. Nielsen stated conceptual can go a long way which is completely missing from the start.  
Tonight we were finally presented with what it could be, but we had nothing before now. The 
benefit that the neighborhood has it that if you pass it you don’t know it is there. He stated he 
thinks there is some mediation that can be done. There are viable options that can be worked out.   
The drawings match closely to the Chalet du Lac and would be appropriate.  

Mr. Harrington stated he understood the concerns of what the future could hold for the 
apartments, but that greatly depends on how they are built to begin with.  His understanding is 
these units would be maintained and not be subpar.  There is no guarantee if the property around 
you will or will not be developed if someone buys it. These will go between two multi-family 
districts.  If this was on Nolley Rd., he stated he would not approve it, but does not have an issue 
with the proposal.  

Ms. Morrow stated she bases her opinion on this as this is their homes and they have been there a 
long time.  She stated this is what she will be basing her vote on tonight.  

Mr. Batiste stated Nolley Rd. is a nice area and he doesn’t think this is what these residents are 
looking for.  He doesn’t think this development is a good fit. 

Mr. Nielsen asked what the intended rent would be for these units.  Mr. Pierce stated $850 will 
be the low range up to $1250.  The intent would be 1-2 bedrooms for these units.  

Mr. Batiste had a question about subleasing. Mrs. Pierce stated, within their current leases, sub 
leases are not an option for their tenants.  If a tenant is found to be subleasing the tenant is 
evicted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Batiste at the Natchitoches City Council 
meeting held on July 23, 2018 as follows: 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 025
 

 OF 2018 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 
OF NATCHITOCHES TO AWARD   

THE BID TO SEAL COAT RUNWAY 7-25 AT THE NATCHITOCHES REGIONAL 
AIRPORT 

 
(BID NO. 0609) 

 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No.049 of 2018 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council 
on May 29, 2018 authorizing the Mayor to advertise for bids to Seal Coat Runway 7-25 at the 
Natchitoches Regional Airport (Bid No. 0609); and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on, May 31, June 7, and 
June 14, 2018 in accordance with law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one bid proposal was received and opened as follows: 
 

(1) Ameriseal of Ohio, Inc. 
Smithville, Ohio .............................................................................. $224,849.90 
 

  
WHEREAS, on July 11, 2018 the appointed committee of Pat Jones, Director of Finance; Edd 
Lee, Director of Purchasing; Larry Cooper, Airport Manager, and Councilwoman Sylvia Morrow 
reviewed the bid proposals to Seat Coat Runway 7-25 at the Natchitoches Regional Airport (Bid 
No. 0609); and  

 
WHEREAS, the above appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City award 
the bid to the only bidder Ameriseal of Ohio, Inc., in the amount of $224,849.90.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Honorable Lee Posey, Mayor, is 

hereby authorized, empowered and directed to sign any and all documents necessary for 
acceptance of this bid. 
 
 
  



The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Mims at the Natchitoches City Council meeting 
held on July 23, 2018 as follows: 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 026
 

 OF 2018 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY 
OF NATCHITOCHES TO AWARD   

THE BID FOR THE 2017-2018 STREET REHABILITATION PROGRAM, PHASE 2 
 

(BID NO. 0610) 
 

 WHEREAS, Resolution No.065 of 2018 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council 
on June 11, 2018 authorizing the Mayor to advertise for bids for the 2017-2018 Street 
Rehabilitation Program, Phase 2 (Bid No. 0610); and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on, June 14, June 21, and 
June 28, 2018 in accordance with law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, two bid proposals were received and opened as follows: 
 

(1) Regional Construction, LLC 
Natchitoches, LA ......................................................................... $3,447,750.70 
 

(2) T. L. Construction, LLC 
Alexandria, LA…………………………………………………..$4,388,734.95 
 

  
WHEREAS, on July 19, 2018 the appointed committee of Pat Jones, Director of Finance; Edd 
Lee, Director of Purchasing; Michael Braxton, Public Works Director, and Don Mims, 
Councilman at Large reviewed the bid proposals for the 2017-2018 Street Rehabilitation 
Program, Phase 2 (Bid No. 0610); and  

 
WHEREAS, the above appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City award 
the bid to the lowest bidder Regional Construction, LLC in the amount of $3,448,695.70.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Honorable Lee Posey, Mayor, is 

hereby authorized, empowered and directed to sign any and all documents necessary for 
acceptance of this bid. 
 
 
  



Mr. Harrington made a motion to add Ordinance No. 027 of 2018 to the agenda and seconded by 
Mr. Nielsen, the motion to add Ordinance No. 027

 

 was presented for a vote and the vote was 
recorded as follows: 

AYES: Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow 
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 
 
The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Nielsen at the Natchitoches City Council 
meeting held on July 23, 2018 as follows: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 027

 
 OF 2018 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE 
CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA, TO ENTER 
INTO A COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT 
WITH THE RAPIDES AREA PLANNING COMMISSION 
TO DEVELOP A CITY WIDE BICYCLE-PEDESTRIAN 
MASTER PLAN AND BIKESHARE FEASIBILITY STUDY 

 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter “City”) and the Rapides 

Area Planning Commission (sometimes hereinafter “RAPC”) have met, discussed, analyzed, and 
mutually agreed to partner together to develop a city-wide Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan and 
Bikeshare Feasibility Study for the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter “Plan”), in 
compliance with federal guidelines; and  
 WHEREAS FURTHER, Article 7:14 (C) of Louisiana Constitution allows for political 
subdivisions and/or corporations to enter into cooperative endeavors for the purpose of 
expending or transferring public funds that is for a public purpose and benefit proportionate to its 
cost; and  
 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City of Natchitoches is specifically authorized under 
Section 1.06 of the Charter of the City of Natchitoches to provide for the general welfare, safety, 
health, peace and good order of the City, and further authorized under Section 1.07 of the 
Charter of the City of Natchitoches to enter into Joint Service Agreements or Cooperative Efforts 
with other governmental agencies; and 

 
 WHEREAS FURTHER the RAPC has developed a federally approved and award-
winning process for developing Bicycle-Pedestrian Plans and has partnered with Bantam 
Strategy Group for their expertise and leadership in developing Bikeshare Feasibility Studies 
across the United States; and  
 
 WHEREAS FURTHER, RAPC has secured $100,000 of funding for the development 
of this plan from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development and the City is to 
provide $40,000 of local investment for the completion of the study; and  
 
 WHEREAS FURTHER, in addition to the monetary investment, the City will agree to  
indemnify, hold harmless, defend the Rapides Area Planning Commission and Bantam Strategy 
Group from any and all issues arising out of the process or processes of developing the bicycle-
pedestrian master plan and bikeshare feasibility study; and 



 WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches is of the opinion 
that the development of the Plan is in the interest of the City and its citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS  FURTHER,  the City Council of the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana 
desires to authorize the Mayor to execute a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement by and between 
the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana and the Rapides Area Planning Commission for the 
development of the Natchitoches City Bike and Pedestrian Plan, said Cooperative Endeavor 
Agreement to include an Indemnification, Defense and Hold Harmless Agreement in favor of the 
Rapides Area Planning Commission and Bantam Strategy Group from any and all issues arising 
out of the process or processes of developing the bicycle-pedestrian master plan and bikeshare 
feasibility study; and 

 
  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED,  by the City Council of the City of 

Natchitoches, Louisiana, that the Mayor, Lee Posey, be and he is hereby authorized to execute a 
a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement by and between the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana and the 
Rapides Area Planning Commission, said Cooperative Endeavor Agreement to include an 
Indemnification, Defense and Hold Harmless Agreement in favor of Rapides Area Planning 
Commission and Bantam Strategy Group from any and all issues arising out of the process or 
processes of developing the bicycle-pedestrian master plan and bikeshare feasibility study. 
 
 

  



Mayor Posey stated we are very excited about this project for our community as it relates to 
bikeshare feasibility.  We have tried to become more bike friendly and this is our way to do it.   

Matt Johns with the Rapides Area Planning Commission stated Natchitoches is prime to do a 
project like this and implement a bike plan.  There is a process in place, but this will be 
Natchitoches’ plan. We will receive community input to address the needs in this community.   



The following Resolution was introduced by Ms. Morrow and Seconded by Mr. Harrington 
as follows, to –wit: 

 
 

           RESOLUTION NUMBER 074
 

 OF 2018 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
R.S. 40:1563(C) RELEASING THE LOUISIANA 
OFFICE OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL AND ANY 
OTHER STATE OF LOUISIANA ENTITY FROM 
RESPONSIBILITY OR LIBILITY FOR INSPECTIONS 
CONDUCTED BY THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU.   

 
WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches of the State of Louisiana adopted Ordinance 

Number 52 of 2016, establishing a Fire Prevention Bureau in accordance with Louisiana Revised 
Statute 40:1563, which Ordinance is now codified in the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Natchitoches at Section 13-43, et seq.; and  

WHEREAS FURTHER, the Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal has mandated all 
duly established Municipal Fire Prevention Bureaus of each governing authority, to assume full 
responsibility for inspections conducted in compliance with the National Fire Protection Agency 
Life Safety Code (NFPA 101) and the National Fire Protection Agency Fire Code (NFPA 1); and 

WHEREAS FURTHER, the Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal has mandated all 
duly established Municipal Fire Prevention Bureaus of each governing authority, to release the 
Louisiana Office of State Fire Marshal from any and all liability for inspections conducted in 
compliance with the National Fire Protection Agency Life Safety Code (NFPA 101) and the 
National Fire Protection Agency Fire Code (NFPA 1). And 

WHEREAS FURTHER, in order for the City of Natchitoches to obtain the necessary 
and required property insurance rating from the Property Insurance Association of Louisiana 
(PIAL), which is the entity that rates Fire Departments throughout and across the State of 
Louisiana, and in order to comply with the terms of LA R. S. 40:1563 (C), this Resolution needs 
to be adopted and passed; 

BE IT RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED by the City Council of the City of 
Natchitoches, that in accordance with the requirements of LA R. S. 40:1563(C), the City of 
Natchitoches does hereby assume all responsibility and liability for and releases the Louisiana 
Office of State Fire Marshal and any other State of Louisiana entity from responsibility or 
liability for those inspections performed by the City of Natchitoches Fire Department’s Fire 
Prevention Bureau, or the consequences thereof, within the City of Natchitoches.    
 
This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow  
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 

0 Nays on this 23rd

 

 day of July, 2018. 

___________________________________ 
LEE POSEY, MAYOR 



Chief John Wynn introduced Kory Leo as the Fire Prevention Officer for the City of 
Natchitoches.  He has been with the State Fire Marshal’s Office for some time and we are glad to 
have him back in this capacity.  This resolution will help us with our fire prevention and PIA 
rate.  This will help get our 2 point rating system back.  Kory Leo when this position is fully 
accredited he will be conducting inspections along with investigations like the heinous crime we 
have been investigating over the past two weeks.  



 
The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Harrington and Seconded by Mr. Nielsen as 
follows, to –wit: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 075

 
 OF 2018 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE CHANGE 

ORDER NO. 1

 

 TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
NATCHITOCHES AND WOMACK AND SONS CONSTRUCTION GROUP, 

INC., FOR THE MASTER LIFT STATION REPLACEMENT, FY 2016 
LOUISIANA COMMUNTITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (LCDBG) 

SEWER REHABILITATION. 

(BID NO. 0596) 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches (CITY) awarded the bid to Womack and Sons 
Construction Group, Inc., (CONTRACTOR) on July 10, 2017 by Ordinance No. 023

 

 of 2017 in 
the amount of $2,990,358.95 for the Master Lift Station Replacement, FY 2016 Louisiana 
Community Development Block Grant (LCDBG) Sewer Rehabilitation, (Bid No. 0596); and 

WHEREAS, on July 5, 2018, CONTRACTOR issued Change Order No. 1, more fully 
described in Attachment “A”; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Contract Time will be increase by this Change Order No. 1 in the 

amount of 44 days and the revised Contract Time will be 314
 

 days; and  

WHEREAS, the project engineer, Henry Shuler of Shuler Consulting Company, has 
recommended this change order; and  

 
WHEREAS, the CITY is of the opinion that Change Order No. 1 is in the best interest of 

the CITY. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Natchitoches, 

in legal session convened, that the Honorable Lee Posey, Mayor, be and is hereby authorized, 
empowered and directed to execute the referenced Change Order No. 1 to the agreement between 
the City of Natchitoches and the Contractor, Womack and Sons Construction Group, Inc. 
 
This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows: 

  AYES: Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow  
  NAYS: None 
   ABSENT: None 
  ABSTAIN: None 
 

 THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 

0 Nays on this 23rd

 

 day of July, 2018. 

___________________________________ 
LEE POSEY, MAYOR 



Mr. Pat Jones, Finance Director, presented the Council with the Finance Report.  Sales Tax 
Collections were down 3.66% compared to last June and up 3.66% for the year to date. The TIF 
for April was up 2.3% compared to the last June with a year to date increase of 2.3%.  The Motor 
Vehicles sales were up 27.29% in May versus this time last year.  
 
The next scheduled City Council meeting will be Monday, August 13, 2018. 
 
With no further discussion, Mayor Posey made a motion for adjournment and all were in favor.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
_____/s/ Lee Posey___________________               
LEE POSEY, MAYOR      DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE 

___________/s/ Don Mims____________ 

 
 
 


