PRESS RELEASE
Headline: 
NEW ALLOCATED FUNDING OPPORTUNITY FOR CHILDCARE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS (CCAP) IN NATCHITOCHES PARISH 
Dateline: 
NATCHITOCHES PARISH NOW UNTIL JANUARY 18TH, 2016 
Body: 
 Allocated CCAP funding is to help child care centers effectively plan for their expected enrollment, have more stable funding, and be better positioned to serve the most at-risk children in a quality setting.
Allocated CCAP seats are a set number of CCAP seats that are granted to a certain child care center. The center will determine the number of seats it can maintain. Once Louisiana Department of Education (LDE) grants a set number of seats to a center, the center awarded will then fill the seats with CCAP eligible children. LDE will agree to continuously pay for the CCAP seats as long as the child care center meets the attendance requirements of CCAP. 
The purpose of allocated CCAP seats is to provide an incentive for CCAP child care centers by increasing stability and ensuring consistency of payment for CCAP seats. By knowing the number of allocated seats in advance, centers will be able to hire and retain high-quality teachers as well as decrease the amount of vacant seats, possibly eliminating waiting lists and reducing the risk of overstaffing. This provides support for improvements to quality and access as well as sustainable funding for high quality programs. Allocated CCAP seats are also funded for the full, 12 month year. These benefits to the center provide the additional benefit of stability and continuity for the children served.
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