PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, STATE OF LOUISIANA,
REGULAR MEETING HELD ON
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016 AT 5:30 P.M.

The City Council of the City of Natchitoches met in legal and regular session at the Natchitoches Arts Center, 716 Second Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana on Monday, September 13, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
There were present:
Mayor Lee Posey 
Councilman At Large Don Mims, Jr.
Councilman Eddie Harrington
Councilman Dale Nielsen
Councilwoman Sylvia Morrow
	Councilman Lawrence Batiste

Guests:   Rose Finical – Local DAR Chapter
               Beverly Broadway – Natchitoches Women’s Resource Center

Absent:  None

Mayor Lee Posey called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone for coming.  Mayor Lee Posey lead the invocation and Councilman Eddie Harrington was asked to lead the pledge of allegiance.  
Mayor Posey then called for the reading and approval of the minutes for the August 22, 2016 meeting. Mr. Mims moved that we dispense with the reading of the minutes and approval of same.  Seconded by Ms. Morrow the roll call vote was as follows: 


	Ayes:		Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow	
	Nays:		None
	Absent:	None
	Abstain:	None

Mayor Posey stated we have an empty chair tonight for Mr. Bryan Wimberly who we lost last week.  We are going to miss Bryan being our utility director.  It is important we keep the projects moving forward, but we are not in a rush to fill this position.  Due to changes under the previous Mayor, the utility department was restructured into water, sewer, and electric and everyone feels comfortable with the current projects. Please keep Bryan’s family in your prayers through this difficult process.   


The following Resolution was introduced by Ms. Morrow and Seconded by Mr. Nielsen as follows, to –wit:


RESOLUTION NO. 069 OF 2016

PROCLAMATION DECLARING SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 AS JEFF KEMP DAY 
IN THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 


WHEREAS,  The Women’s Resource Center, a pregnancy help medical clinic, was founded in 1989 as a non-profit organization to offer services, assistance and guidance to young women facing difficult life situations most often due to unplanned pregnancies; and

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, In 2006, the Women’s Resource Center became a Pregnancy Help Medical Clinic that offered material assistance as well as obstetrical ultrasound, prenatal education, breastfeeding assistance and post partum follow-up; and

WHEREAS, the staff of the Women’s Resource Center consists of trained volunteers, including registered nurses, as well as the donated time of Dr. Martin Aviles who oversees medical issues of the Center; and

WHEREAS, the Women’s Resource Center is the largest organization of its type and scope in Central Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, the Women’s Resource Center will be hosting the annual “Celebration of Life” fundraising gala on Thursday, September 22, 2016 at the Natchitoches Events Center at which Jeff Kemp will be the keynote speaker; and

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches wishes to honor Mr. Jeff Kemp in his life crusades and taking time from his busy schedule to promote the mission of the Women’s Resource Center.

	NOW, THEREFORE, I, LEE POSEY, Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, hereby proclaim, Thursday, September 22, 2016, as

Jeff Kemp Day

in the City of Natchitoches in honor of the dedication and contributions of Mr. Jeff Kemp.

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows:
		AYES:	Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow	
		NAYS:	None
 		ABSENT:	None
		ABSTAIN:	None
	THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of September, 2016.

___________________________________
LEE POSEY, MAYOR


Ms. Morrow stated we are so privileged to have the center in our community and helping the women in our neighborhood. She knows about the good work the center is doing and wants to encourage them to keep serving.  
Beverly Broadway, Women’s Resource Center Director, stated the center is privileged to be a part of this community as a non-profit organization. A client is never charged and we are able to serve over 400 women over several parishes each year.  We could not do what we do without the support of this community.  She invited everyone to the Celebration of Life Gala on September 22nd and hope everyone can make it.

The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Batiste and Seconded by Mr. Nielsen as follows, to –wit:

RESOLUTION NO. 070 OF 2016

PROCLAMATION DECLARING SEPTEMBER 17 THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 23, 2016 AS CONSTITUTION WEEK

	WHEREAS,  on September 17, 1787, delegates of the United States to the Constitutional Convention signed the Constitution and sent it to the states for ratification; and

	WHEREAS, the states, in the collective wisdom of their citizens, insisted on appending a Bill of Rights to the Constitution; and

	WHEREAS, in remembrance of the signing of the Constitution and in recognition of the Americans who strive to uphold the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, the U. S. Congress in 1952 designated September 17 as Citizenship Day, and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956, requested that the President proclaim the week beginning September 17 and ending September 23 of each year as “Constitution Week”.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee Posey, Mayor of the City of Natchitoches, do hereby proclaim September 17, 2016, as Citizenship Day and September 17 through 23, 2016 as Constitution Week and encourage Federal, State and local officials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and educational organizations, to conduct ceremonies and programs that celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our commitment as citizens of our great Nation.

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows:
		AYES:	Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow	
		NAYS:	None
 		ABSENT:	None
		ABSTAIN:	None

	THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of September, 2016.

___________________________________
LEE POSEY, MAYOR


Mrs. Rose Finical accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Local DAR chapter.  She thanked the Mayor and the City Council for recognizing Citizenship Day and Constitution Week.  She also invited everyone to stop by the Natchitoches Parish Library to see the chapter’s exhibit on display for September 17th – 22nd.  


The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Mims at the Natchitoches City Council meeting held on September 12, 2016 as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 041 OF 2016

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN BUILDINGS UNSAFE 
AND RECOMMENDING THAT SAME BE DEMOLISHED OR PUT INTO 
REPAIR TO COMPLY WITH THE BUILDING CODE, AUTHORIZING 
NOTICE TO BE SERVED, FIXING HEARING DATE AND APPOINTING 
CURATOR TO REPRESENT ABSENTEES

WHEREAS, the City Building Inspector and the Director of Planning & Zoning have filed written reports with the City Council declaring that the buildings listed below are in a dangerous and unsanitary condition which makes them unsafe and endangering the public welfare, and recommending that said buildings be demolished or put in repair to comply with the Building Code, to-wit:

1. Ciller Miller, Et Al
		C/O Janice Carter
		310 Sanford St.
		Natchitoches, LA 71457
Lot 6 & North 16.6 Ft. of Lot 7 Blk 10 of Jhr Addition (310 Sanford St.)

	2.	Margaret Davis & Ethel D. Perkins
		C/O Barbara Hicks
		105 Mayfield St.
		Natchitoches, LA 71457
N/2 of Lot 10 Being Part of Acreage Lot 22 of S&P Add., 36 X 144 Ft. (108 Mayfield St.)

	3.	Braxton Land Company, LLC
		7501 Hwy. 1 Bypass
		Natchitoches, LA 71457

		Lot 10 Blk B of S&P Addition (610 Amulet St.)

	4.	Lester R. & Vernita M. Thomas
		1325 Stella Street
		Natchitoches, LA 71457		

		Lot 8 Blk B of Breda Add. Less N 40 Ft. (1301 Dixie St.)

	5.	Pearl Below, Et Al
		2516 12th St.
		Galena Park, TX 77547

		Lot 11 Block 3 of Breda Add. #2 (1412 Amelia St.)
	6.	Cynthia B. Adams
		C/O Ola Bradley
		812 Salim St.
		Natchitoches, LA 71457

Lot S Side Pavie St., E By Mary Adams & Williams, S By Jackson, W By Bayou Jaco (847 Pavie St.)

	7.	Dennis Edmond, Est.
		C/O Roderick Wafer
		163 Payne Dr.
		Natchitoches, LA 71457

		Lot 3 Block B of Pinehurst Addition (1514 Lake St.)

	8.	Nathan F. & Florence B. Washington
		C/O Mary L. Thompson
		1156 Grace Ave.
		Natchitoches, LA 71457		

		Lot 5 Blk 11 of Bailey Heights Annex. (1006 Pavie St.)

	9.	Betty L. Singleton
		C/O Andre Singleton
		13960 Hillcroft St., Apt. 931
		Houston, TX 77085

		Lot 6 Blk J of Breda Addition (1428 Phillips St.)

	10.	Alphonse LaCour, Et Als
		C/O Sam LaCour
		640 Abbie Dr.
		Natchitoches, LA 71457

		S 68 Ft of Lots 23 & 24 Block 6 of Bailey Heights (932 Dixie St.)

	11.	Eric N. Basco
		P O Box 46
		Cloutierville, LA 71416

Lot 50 Ft Front S Side Pavie St. By 50 Ft Deep, E By Friedman, S By Mallard, W By Cornwell (Being A Portion of Lot 81 of Fluery Plat) (511 Pavie St.)    



	12.	Dorothy Washington, Et Al
		146 M. Washington Rd.	
		Natchitoches, LA 71457		

		Lot 16 Blk 9 of Bailey Hgts. Annex (804 Salim St.)

13.	Mildred Joseph
		P O Box 1254
		Natchitoches, LA 71457

Lot 50 Feet Front East Side 6th St., N By Winbarg, E By Jones, S By Smith (941 Sixth St.)

Mr. Lester Thomas stated he purchased the property at 1301 Dixie with the intention to rehabilitate the property.  He said he has the majority of the materials to work on the property, but with time constraints he has been unable to dedicate the time to bring it up to code in the time frame given as he plans to make the necessary repairs himself. He would like to work on this property to improve his community.  

The Mayor stated the Council tries to be as fair as possible as many properties were brought up tonight.  Each person has 60 days between now and when this comes back before the Council.  If significant improvements are made then additional time is possible, but if not a significant amount of work is done the property owner loses money because the City has to go in a tear the property down according to the ordinance.  

The Mayor stated Mr. Thomas would need to get with Mrs. Fowler for the issuance of the permits needed as well as how much work must be done in 60 days.  If progress is shown, the council will be more than willing to work with the property owner.

Ms. Mildred Joseph stated she purchased the property (941 Sixth Street) at a tax sale and thought that it would be bought back by the owner. This past May was the third year and I have every intention of clean up the debris and trees on the property.  Once that is done, she does have a buyer for the property.  She stated she should have this completed and the property brought up to par within the 60 day time frame.

Ms. Janice Carter of 310 Sanford Street stated her house burned and she just needs more time as her brothers are going to help her tear down the mobile home structure.  Once removed she plans to put another mobile home on the property.  Mayor Posey asked if she thought this could be done within the 60 day time frame.  She stated she did not think she could have it finished, but can begin working on it. He then stated there would need to be significant improvements to be able to go past the 60 days without the City having to intervene. 

Mrs. Tamara Basco whose property is located at 511 Pavie St. stated it was her husband’s intentions to rehabilitate the property until he lost his job in the oilfield.  The house fell into disrepair since her husband was out of town when he was working.  She stated after talking to Mrs. Fowler she understands what the council is expecting.  With that being said, she stated they have checked into the cost of renovating the property and it is not financially possible.  They plan to clean up the lot and make sure it is secure.  By the first of November the building will be demolished and that is the intent.  They hope in the future they can put a single story dwelling on this lot.  

Mayor Posey apologized to Mrs. Basco for the circumstances and wished them the best in the future.  

Mrs. Diane LaCour whose property is located at 932 Dixie stated she agrees this house needs to be torn down and they have every intention of tearing it down within the next 60 days, but it may take a little longer.  She then stated the majority will be removed from the property within that time frame.

Mrs. Fowler briefed the council on the remaining properties.  Mrs. Hicks has pulled a permit for workers of the detention center to help her and I am monitoring that.  She has received no response from the other property owners.  The mobile home at 1514 has been moved off and the house at 1006 Pavie has been demolished.  A lot of time and energy has gone into talking to the property owners to see what their intent is and I encourage them to state that intent to the council.



The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Harrington at the Natchitoches City Council meeting held on September 12, 2016 as follows:



ORDINANCE NO. 043 OF 2016


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 64 OF 2001 BY CHANGING 
ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

Lot 2 & Lot 3 of Block AE of Roy Addition.

(1202 & 1204 College Ave.)

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission of the City of Natchitoches, State of Louisiana, has recommended at their meeting of September 6, 2016 that the application of Joseph Raggio to rezone the property described above from R-2 Residential to B-3 Commercial to sell used cars, be APPROVED. 



The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Batiste and Seconded by Mr. Harrington as follows, to-wit:

ORDINANCE NO. 039 OF 2016

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY
OF NATCHITOCHES TO AWARD  
THE BID FOR THE PURCHASE OF A BUCKET TRUCK FOR THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES UTILITY DEPARTMENT
(BID NO. 0586)

	WHEREAS, Resolution No.054 of 2016 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council on July 11, 2016 authorizing the Mayor to advertise for bids for the purchase of a Bucket Truck for the City of Natchitoches Utility Department (Bid No. 0586); and

	WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on July 14, July 21 and July 28, 2016 in accordance with law; and

	WHEREAS, one bid proposal was received and opened as follows:

1. Altec Industries, Inc.,
Daleville, VA	$187,582.00

WHEREAS, on August 12, 2016 the appointed committee of Pat Jones, Director of Finance; Edd Lee, Director of Purchasing; Bryan Wimberly, Director of Utilities; and Dale Nielsen, Councilman reviewed the bid proposals for the purchase of a Bucket Truck for the City of Natchitoches Utility Department (Bid No. 0586); and 

WHEREAS, the above appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City award the bid to the only bidder Altec Industries, Inc., in the amount of $187,582.00.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Honorable Lee Posey, Mayor, is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to sign any and all documents necessary for acceptance of this bid.

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on August 22, 2016 and published in the Natchitoches Times on August 25, 2016.

The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows:
		AYES:	Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow
		NAYS:	None
 		ABSENT:	None
		ABSTAIN:	None

	THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 12th day of September, 2016.
_______________________________						______________
LEE POSEY, MAYOR					DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE

Delivered to the Mayor on the 13th day of September, 2016 at 10:00 A.M.

The following Ordinance was Introduced by Mr. Nielsen and Seconded by Mr. Mims as follows, to-wit:

ORDINANCE NUMBER 040 OF 2016

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE PURCHASE OF TRACT OF GROUND AT THE IN SECTION 74, TOWNSHIP 9 NORTH, RANGE 7 WEST, SITUATED BETWEEN RAPIDES DRIVE AND FAIRGROUNDS ROAD FROM BLANCHARD FAMILY, L.L.C., ET AL, FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF THREE HUNDRED FORTY-SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES, LEE POSEY, TO EXECUTE A CASH SALE DEED  FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE TRACT AND ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS, TO PROVIDE FOR ADVERTISING, AND A SAVINGS CLAUSE.

WHEREAS, Blanchard Family, L.L.C., Martha Hughes Bailey, Julie Hughes Calihan, Lester Hughes Lee, Sr., Eleanor Ann Lee Alford, John Randall Lee, and Edmond A. Lee, as Trustee for the Eleanor Hughes Wertelaers Testamentary Trust, (sometimes hereinafter collectively referred to as  “Blanchard”) are the owners of a certain tract of land situated in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, bounded on the North by Rapides Drive and on the South by Fairgrounds Road, and being more fully described as follows, to-wit:

That certain parcel, lot or tract of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon situated, located in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, Natchitoches Parish, being a part of a 120 acre tract of land bounded on the West by Cane River, on the North by property owned by Mazurette, and on the South by property owned by Hill.

LESS AND EXCEPT the following tracts of land: 

1.  That certain 19 acre tract of land sold by Edmond P. Hughes, et al, to the City of Natchitoches by deed dated July 27, 1984, situated on the North side of Louisiana Highway By-Pass 3110, and identified as Parcel 1-1 on the Airport Survey a copy of which is attached to the deed referred to herein which is recorded in Conveyance Book 398, page 561, and also at Map Slide 277A, of the Records of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana.

2. That certain 2.0 acre tract of land which was sold by Mrs. Clothilde P. Hughes to John Randall Lee by deed dated March 26, 1974, recorded in Conveyance Book 316, page 912, and described in full on a survey by A. J. Brouillette, R.L.S., dated March 8, 1974.  This 2.0 acre tract of land is located and situated on the North side of Louisiana Highway 3110, in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana.

3. That certain tract of land containing 0.74 acres of land sold to the City of Natchitoches by deed dated November 22, 1994, and recorded in Conveyance Book 497, page 579, and further described on a survey by Jack E. Farmer dated June 3, 1994, and being situated in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana. 


4.  That certain tract of land containing 1.44 acres conveyed to Julie H. Callihan and William Callihan by deed recorded October 18, 2000, at Conveyance Book 550, page 556, as shown and depicted on a survey by Robert Davis dated June 18, 2000.  This tract is all of that portion of the parent tract located between Rapides Street and Cane River Lake.

5.  That certain tract of land containing 10.24 acres conveyed to the City of Natchitoches by deed recorded at Conveyance Book 697, page 9, as more fully shown and depicted on a survey by Robert Davis dated June 12, 2015.  This tract is all of that portion of the parent tract located South of Louisiana Highway 3110.

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City of Natchitoches (sometimes hereinafter “City”) has negotiated with Blanchard for the purchase of the above described property for the sum and price of $346,000.00; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches has reviewed the proposed purchase and is of the opinion that the purchase is in the best interests of the continued use and operation of the Natchitoches Regional Airport as being in the best interests of the City of Natchitoches and its citizens; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the Mayor and City Council have studied  the  matter and  have  concluded  that it is in the best interest of the CITY, its citizens, and the general public to acquire the property; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches desires to  purchase the tract of land from Blanchard for the sum of $346,000.00; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches has been provided with a copy of an appraisal prepared by James I. Brantly, Real Estate Appraisals & Counseling, P. O. Box 4374, Shreveport, LA 71134, dated August 10, 2016, which supports the consideration to be paid by the City of Natchitoches; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the City Council of the City of Natchitoches is of the opinion that it is in the interest of the City to purchase of the tract of land and desires to authorize Mayor Lee Posey, to execute a deed and all associated documents; and

WHEREAS FURTHER, the Mayor and City Council have studied  the  matter and  have  concluded  that  the  acquisition of the tract of land described above would be in the best interest of the City, its citizens, and the general public; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council in regular session convened as follows:

I.  That the Honorable Mayor, Lee Posey, be and he is hereby authorized and empowered to execute a Cash Sale Deed on behalf of the City, all in accordance with the general terms and conditions set forth in this Ordinance. The said Mayor is  hereby  given full and complete authority to incorporate in said instrument such terms, conditions, and agreements  as  may  be  necessary  to protect the interest  of  the City in substantial compliance with the  general terms and conditions set forth in this Ordinance in order to acquire the property described as follows, to-wit:

That certain parcel, lot or tract of land, together with all buildings and improvements thereon situated, located in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, Natchitoches Parish, being a part of a 120 acre tract of land bounded on the West by Cane River, on the North by property owned by Mazurette, and on the South by property owned by Hill.

LESS AND EXCEPT the following tracts of land: 

1.  That certain 19 acre tract of land sold by Edmond P. Hughes, et al, to the City of Natchitoches by deed dated July 27, 1984, situated on the North side of Louisiana Highway By-Pass 3110, and identified as Parcel 1-1 on the Airport Survey a copy of which is attached to the deed referred to herein which is recorded in Conveyance Book 398, page 561, and also at Map Slide 277A, of the Records of Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana


2. That certain 2.0 acre tract of land which was sold by Mrs. Clothilde P. Hughes to John Randall Lee by deed dated March 26, 1974, recorded in Conveyance Book 316, page 912, and described in full on a survey by A. J. Brouillette, R.L.S., dated March 8, 1974.  This 2.0 acre tract of land is located and situated on the North side of Louisiana Highway 3110, in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana.

3. That certain tract of land containing 0.74 acres of land sold to the City of Natchitoches by deed dated November 22, 1994, and recorded in Conveyance Book 497, page 579, and further described on a survey by Jack E. Farmer dated June 3, 1994, and being situated in Section 74, Township 9 North, Range 7 West, Natchitoches Parish, Louisiana. 

4.  That certain tract of land containing 1.44 acres conveyed to Julie H. Callihan and William Callihan by deed recorded October 18, 2000, at Conveyance Book 550, page 556, as shown and depicted on a survey by Robert Davis dated June 18, 2000.  This tract is all of that portion of the parent tract located between Rapides Street and Cane River Lake.

5.  That certain tract of land containing 10.24 acres conveyed to the City of Natchitoches by deed recorded at Conveyance Book 697, page 9, as more fully shown and depicted on a survey by Robert Davis dated June 12, 2015.  This tract is all of that portion of the parent tract located South of Louisiana Highway 3110.

II.   That  the  Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to have all of the necessary legal  documents  and instruments prepared at once and that this transaction be closed as soon as this Ordinance is final.

III.  That if any part of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, by a Court of competent Jurisdiction, such decision shall not effect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance, and the invalidity shall be limited to that specific portion so declared to be invalid.

IV.   That this Ordinance shall go into effect immediately after publication according to law.

VI.   That all Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

VII.  That this Ordinance be advertised in accordance with law.

VIII.  That this Ordinance be declared INTRODUCED at a Regular Meeting of the City Council on this the  22nd day of August, 2016, and that a public hearing be called for at the next regular meeting of the City Council which will be held on the 12th day of September, 2016.

THIS ORDINANCE was introduced on August 22, 2016 and published in the Natchitoches Times on August 25, 2016.


The above Ordinance having been duly advertised in accordance with law and public hearing had on same, was put to a vote by the Mayor and the vote was recorded as follows:

		AYES:	Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow
		NAYS:	None
 		ABSENT:	None
		ABSTAIN:	None

	THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Ordinance passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0 Nays this 12th day of September, 2016.

_______________________________					______________
LEE POSEY, MAYOR				DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO TEMPORE

Delivered to the Mayor on the 13th day of September, 2016 at 10:00 A.M.



The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Harrington at the Natchitoches City Council meeting held on September 12, 2016 as follows:



ORDINANCE NO. 042 OF 2016

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY
OF NATCHITOCHES TO AWARD  
THE BID FOR HANCOCK AND WATSON STREET, UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SERVICE

(BID NO. 0587)


	WHEREAS, Resolution No.062 of 2016 was passed by the Natchitoches City Council on August 8, 2016 authorizing the Mayor to advertise for bids for  Hancock and Watson Street, Underground Electrical Service (Bid No. 0587); and

	WHEREAS, this bid was advertised in the Natchitoches Times on August 11, 18 and August 25, 2016 in accordance with law; and

	WHEREAS, two bid proposals were received and opened as follows:

(1) Sunstream Inc.,
Natchitoches, LA	$150,000.70

1. Linetec Services
Alexandria, LA ………………………………………………….. $160,790.25


WHEREAS, on September 8, 2016 the appointed committee of Pat Jones, Director of Finance; Edd Lee, Director of Purchasing; Charles Brossette, Superintendent of Electric; and Dale Nielsen, Councilman reviewed the bid proposals for the Hancock and Watson Street, Underground Electrical Service (Bid No. 0587); and 

WHEREAS, the above appointed committee members unanimously recommend the City award the bid to the lowest bidder Sunstream Inc., of Natchitoches, LA in the amount of $150,000.70.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the Honorable Lee Posey, Mayor, is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to sign any and all documents necessary for acceptance of this bid.



The following Ordinance was introduced by Mr. Nielsen at the Natchitoches City Council meeting held on September 12, 2016 as follows:



ORDINANCE NO. 044 OF 2016

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A FRANCHISE IN FAVOR OF CANE RIVER PADDLE & PEDAL SPORTS, L.L.C. TO OPERATE A RENTAL BOAT BUSINESS  WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE  CITY  OF  NATCHITOCHES, CONFIRMING THE TERM OF THE FRANCHISE, CONDITIONS, AND CONSIDERATIONS  FOR  SAID  FRANCHISE   AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE  THE SAID  FRANCHISE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY PROVIDING FOR ADVERTISING, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND FURTHER PROVIDING FOR A REPEALER AND EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4404, municipalities may grant a franchise to use or occupy the streets or other public places therein for the operation of forms of transportation within the municipal limits of said municipality; and

WHEREAS, the  City  of  Natchitoches  (sometimes hereinafter "CITY") has negotiated a franchise agreement  with Cane River Paddle & Pedal Sports, L.L.C. (sometimes hereinafter “Pedal Sports”), for the  purpose  of allowing Pedal Sports to operate a business offering boats for rent on Cane River Lake and allowing use of CITY public places, including parking areas and river front for its operation; and

WHEREAS, the original franchise is for  a  period  of one year, with an option for one  additional one year term; and

WHEREAS, both parties, that is, the CITY and Pedal Sports, deem it to be in  their mutual best interests and advantage  to  execute  a Franchise   Agreement  which  will  clearly  delineate  the  respective obligations,     covenants,     conditions,    responsibilities,    and considerations under the said Franchise; and  

WHEREAS,  this Franchise Agreement  is  permitted  and  authorized under the authority  of Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:4404 and the Home Rule Charter of the City of Natchitoches, Sections 2:10 and 2:17; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed Amended Franchise Agreement has been reviewed by the City Council and has been approved; and

WHEREAS, the City  Council is of the opinion that the services that Pedal Sports will offer on Cane River Lake will help promote tourism and will further offer additional recreational opportunities to the citizens of the City; and

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT   ORDAINED  that  the  City  Council  takes cognizance of  and approves the Franchise  Agreement,  a  copy  of  which  is attached  hereto, and authorizes the Mayor, Lee Posey, to execute the said Franchise Agreement with Pedal Sports.

BE IT  FURTHER  ORDAINED  that  the  terms  and  conditions of the Franchise  Agreement are hereby approved by the  City Council, including the consideration for  the  franchise  and other considerations.

BE IT  FURTHER  ORDAINED  that all Ordinances  or  parts  of  Ordinances  in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

BE IT  FURTHER  ORDAINED  that if any portion of this Ordinance is declared to be invalid or unconstitutional  in  any  manner,  the invalidity shall  be  limited to that particular section or provision,  and shall not affect  the remaining portions of the ordinance, which shall remain valid  and  enforceable,  it being the intention of the City Council that each separate provision  shall  be  deemed independent of all other provisions herein.

BE IT  FURTHER  ORDAINED  that this  Ordinance  shall  go  into  effect upon publication and in accordance with law.

The following Resolution was introduced by Mr. Mims and Seconded by Mr. Nielsen as follows, to –wit:



RESOLUTION NO. 067 OF 2016

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ADVERTISE AND ACCEPT BIDS FOR SEWER EXTENSION NORTH ALONG LA 504 FROM LA 6.

(BID NO. 0591)

	WHEREAS, the City wishes to advertise for public bids for Sewer Extension North Along LA 504 From LA 6, Bid No. 0591; and

	WHEREAS, sealed proposals shall be addressed to the City of Natchitoches, Office of the Director of Purchasing, 1400 Sabine Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 or received at the City of Natchitoches Purchasing Department, 1400 Sabine Street, Natchitoches, Louisiana; and

	WHEREAS,  	the City of Natchitoches will accept sealed and electronic bids for the project no later than 2:00 P.M. on Monday, October 10, 2016 at the office of the Director of Purchasing, 1400 Sabine Street, and

	WHEREAS, bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at the location and time herein above; and

	WHEREAS, upon receipt of proposals, the committee members consisting of Pat Jones, Director of Finance; Edd Lee, Director of Purchasing; Sean Colston, Superintendent of Water and Sewer, Lawrence Batiste, Councilman are to review and make a recommendation of the bids received.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Natchitoches, in legal session convened, that the Honorable Lee Posey, Mayor, be and is hereby authorized, empowered and directed to order the publication of the above bid.

This Resolution was then presented for a vote, and the vote was recorded as follows:
		AYES:	Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow	
		NAYS:	None
 		ABSENT:	None
		ABSTAIN:	None

	THEREUPON, Mayor Lee Posey declared the Resolution passed by a vote of 5 Ayes to 0 Nays on this 12th day of September, 2016.

___________________________________
LEE POSEY, MAYOR



The City of Natchitoches of the Parish of Natchitoches met in regular session on this date.  The following resolution was offered by Ms. Morrow and seconded by Mr. Nielsen as follows:


RESOLUTION NUMBER: 068                                                                      Date:   September 12, 2016

R   E   S   O   L   U   T   I   O   N


WHEREAS, Title 2 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 provides that cities, towns, parishes, and other political subdivisions of this State may separately or jointly acquire, establish, construct, expand, own, lease, control, equip, improve, maintain, operate, regulate, and police airports and landing fields for the use of aircraft; and,

WHEREAS, the State of Louisiana, Department of Transportation and Development, Division of Aviation (formerly the LA DOTD-OAPT) is charged by Title 2 with the responsibility for the development of aviation facilities within the State to foster air commerce and to safeguard the interests of those engaged in all phases of the aviation industry and of the general public; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Natchitoches, hereinafter referred to as “Sponsor”, has completed an FAA and DOTD approved Master Plan, Action Plan, and/or Airport Layout Plan which outlines the specific future development of the Natchitoches Regional Airport; and, the Sponsor is desirous of implementing a portion of the approved Plan recommendations which provide for the critically needed improvements as stated below to substantially improve the safety and usability of the Airport, but does not have sufficient funds of its own required for completing the needed improvements; and,

WHEREAS, the LA DOTD, Division of Aviation is authorized by Title 2 to expend funds for the construction or enlargement of airports for the safety and advancement of aeronautics;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

SECTION I.

That the Sponsor does hereby formally request that the LA DOTD, Division of Aviation provide funds required to complete the airport improvements at the Natchitoches Regional Airport specifically as described in the Capital Improvement Program Application for State Financial Assistance dated August 15, 2016:

SECTION II.

That the said LA DOTD, Division of Aviation be and is hereby assured that all necessary servitudes, rights-of-way, rights of ingress and egress and means thereof will be furnished by the Sponsor and the titles thereto will be valid and indefeasible, and that the Sponsor will assume ownership, financial reporting, and complete responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep of the airport after completion of said improvement.

SECTION III.

That the Sponsor will save and hold the said LA DOTD, Division of Aviation, its officers, agents, and employees harmless from any liability or claim for damages arising out of the project, including death or injuries to third parties including, but not limited to, liability or claim for damages out of the negligence of said LA DOTD, Division of Aviation, its officers, agents, or employees, and expressly agrees to defend any suit of any nature brought against the LA DOTD, Division of Aviation as a result of this project.

SECTION IV.

That the Mayor of the Sponsor be and is hereby authorized and directed to evidence this agreement by affixing his signature at the place provided therefore on this resolution and on subsequent related documents/agreements as required by the rules and regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration and the State of Louisiana and the Clerk is hereby authorized to attest said execution.


SECTION V.

That this resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption.  

The aforesaid resolution, having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was follows:

		YEAS:	Batiste, Nielsen, Mims, Harrington, Morrow	
		NAYS:	None	
		ABESENT:   None	

WHEREUPON, the Resolution was declared adopted on the 12th day of September, 2016.

							 CITY OF NATCHITOCHES

							 BY: ________________________________
									(Signature)

Lee Posey _____________________________
							              (Typed or Printed Name)

							TITLE:  Mayor_________________________

							ATTEST: _____________________________
									  (Signature)

							TITLE: _Clerk				


Mr. Pat Jones, Finance Director, presented the Council with the Finance Report.  The General Fund summary as of July stated the revenues were at 18.48% and expenditures at 13.95%, with 17% of the budget year elapsed.  The Utility Fund revenues were at 14.48% and expenditures at 20.13%. Sales Tax Collections were up 0.10% for the year to date. The TIF for July was down 22.56% compared to the last July with a year to date decrease of 11.05%.  Motor vehicle sales were down 6.96% compared to last June at this time. 

The next scheduled City Council meeting will be September 26, 2016.

The 14th Annual Natchitoches Meat Pie Festival and 17th Annual Can River Motorcycle Run will be held on Friday, September 16 – Saturday, September 17, 2016. 

With no further discussion, Mayor Posey made a motion for adjournment and all were in favor. 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:31 p.m.


_____/s/Lee Posey___________________	              ___________/s/ Don Mims____________
LEE POSEY, MAYOR				  DON MIMS, MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE



