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Keep Natchitoches Beautiful Awarded $8,500 Healthy Communities Grant
Grant to fund youth education opportunities and community cleanups

NATCHITOCHES – Keep Natchitoches Beautiful has been awarded an $8,500 Healthy Communities Grant from Keep Louisiana Beautiful, the state’s anti-litter and community improvement organization focused on education, enforcement, awareness and cleanups.

The Healthy Communities Grant will focus on educating youth in the importance of litter prevention, proper recycling techniques, and positive environmental stewardship.  Building upon existing programming and outreach opportunities, students will be encouraged to make recycling a part of their everyday lives, to prevent litter wherever possible, and to take the knowledge they have learned back home to their parents, families, neighbors and friends thus creating a wave of positive environmental stewardship throughout the entire community. Proposed grant activities include: the creation of a Keep Natchitoches Beautiful Litter Prevention and Recycling coloring book for children in grades K-3; the continuance of the annual 5th grade phone book recycling contest; participation in the D.A.R.E. Youth Health Fest for parish 6th graders; and participation in “Litter Prevention Week” at the Natchitoches Parish Library.

In addition to these efforts to educate youth, portions of the Healthy Communities Grant will benefit the community at large.  Keep Natchitoches Beautiful will use grant monies to provide additional trash receptacles at festivals and events and to provide cleanup supplies to community groups, local churches, service organizations, area clubs, businesses and volunteers wishing to conduct community cleanups. Grant monies will also be used to participate in annual cleanup events including America Recycles Day, the Great American Cleanup and Leaders Against Litter.

“All efforts of Keep Natchitoches Beautiful are focused on education, awareness, community involvement and sustainability through behavior changes,” stated Samantha Bonnette, City of Natchitoches Main Street and Public Relations Manager and Keep Natchitoches Beautiful Program Manager. “We believe that it is everyone’s responsibility to help keep Natchitoches Beautiful and through the Healthy Communities Grant we are able to provide people the tools to do so.”

For more information about Keep Natchitoches Beautiful or to volunteer for a cleanup, please call the City of Natchitoches Main Street Office at (318) 352-2746.

About Keep Natchitoches Beautiful

Keep Natchitoches Beautiful, an affiliate of Keep Louisiana Beautiful, is a program under the City of Natchitoches’ Main Street Office. Keep Natchitoches Beautiful’s mission is to encourage and organize programs that improve the appearance of Natchitoches and its environment; to enlist public support and encourage involvement in the implementation of beautification programs that focus on changing personal attitudes and behavior concerning waste handling. For more information about the program, please call (318) 352-2746 or like Keep Natchitoches Beautiful on Facebook at www.facebook.com/KeepNatchitochesBeautiful.
 
About Keep Louisiana Beautiful

Keep Louisiana Beautiful, Inc. is the state’s anti-litter and community improvement organization focused on education, enforcement, awareness and cleanups. Affiliated with Keep America Beautiful, Keep Louisiana Beautiful’s mission is to promote personal, corporate and community responsibility for a clean and beautiful Louisiana. With a network of 39 affiliates in communities throughout the state, over 23,000 volunteers work toward a clean and beautiful Louisiana.
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