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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WINGS OF FREEDOM TOUR DISPLAY MARCH 11 – 13 AT NATCHITOCHES REGIONAL AIRPORT
Vintage WWII Bombers Living History Display

NATCHITOCHES – The Collings Foundation’s Wings of Freedom Tour will be on display at Natchitoches Regional Airport March 11 – 13, 2015.  This incredible display of vintage WWII bombers will include a Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress, Consolidated B-24 Liberator and North American P-51 Mustang.  

The planes will be on display at the main ramp at Natchitoches Regional Airport located at 451 Wallenberg Drive off of Fairgrounds Road.  The public will be able to view the planes from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11; 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 12; and 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Friday, March 13. Admission to view the planes is free of charge.

Tours of the interior of the aircraft are available for $12 for adults and $6 for children. WWII veterans will be able to tour the aircraft at no additional cost.  “You know we read about this in our history books, but we don’t really realize what types of conditions these planes and pilots flew under,” said Mike Hilton, president of Wings over Natchitoches, a charitable organization that worked with The Collings Foundation to bring the display to Natchitoches.  “This is living history.  I am anxious to see them.”

Included in the display is the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress “Nine O Nine” WWII Heavy Bomber, one of only eight Boeing B-17s in flying condition in the United States.  Also on display will be a Consolidated B-24 Liberator “Witchcraft” WWII Heavy Bomber and P-51 Mustang fighter.  Both the Consolidate B-24 and P-51 Mustang are the sole remaining examples of their type flying in the world.  

“This is a once in a lifetime experience for people to see these impressive WWII aircraft.  Natchitoches is very, very lucky to have this display,” stated Natchitoches Regional Airport Manager, Larry Cooper.  The Wings of Freedom Tour travels the nation as a flying tribute to the flight crews who flew them, the ground crews who maintained them, the workers who built them, the soldiers, sailors and airmen they helped protect; and the citizens and families that share the freedom that they help preserve.  Natchitoches Regional Airport is the only airport in the region to host this display in 2015. 

The public is encouraged to visit the airport on the dates and times listed and to view this historical display.

For more information, contact Larry Cooper at (318) 352-0994 or (318) 471-2106.
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