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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TRAININGS HELD AUGUST 5 – 15
Trainings essential for new state requirements for educators

NATCHITOCHES – Natchitoches Parish Early Child Care and Education Network held their 2015-2016 academic school year Professional Development (PD) trainings Wednesday, August 5 through Saturday, August 15, 2015. These PD trainings are essential for all educators to become familiarized with the new state requirements for the upcoming academic year. Trainings were instructed by Cassaundra Cole, NPSB Early Childhood & Migrant Supervisor, Melissa White, NPSB Early Childhood Coordinator, and Amy T. Metoyer, City of Natchitoches Early Childhood Education & Development Early Childhood Coordinator. 

The Louisiana Department of Education has passed an Act 3 law which declares that it “is the intent of the legislature that a comprehensive and integrated delivery system for early childhood education be created to ensure that every child enters Kindergarten healthy and ready to learn.” Act 3 sets high expectations across public-funded providers, aligns public funding with performance to support high quality providers and provides clear information to empower parents to make informed choices. Louisiana believes, “Every one of Louisiana’s children should be on track to a college degree or a professional career.” 

The State Pilot program accepted Natchitoches Parish and thirty-three other parishes, which will include all Pre-Kindergarten, Head Start, and Childcare programs. They will collaborate and work together to insure Act 3 is implemented into every Early Childhood program receiving government funding. Our network’s mission is “to help all children reach their full potential and acquire a lifelong love for learning.” 

These thirty-three new pilots will receive more than $3 million to unify enrollment for families, use common standards with shared measurement, and provide trainings such as the PD trainings where Ipads were giving to Early Childhood educators. These Ipads are essential to help document high quality observations using Teaching Strategies Gold for at risk children. Also, educators will be observed by the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS). 

Over the next few years, the Natchitoches community will see the affects of having a Collaborative Leadership, Teacher Support, and Coordinated Enrollment. The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) will also improve licensing regulations to increase safety standards, create family friendly policies, implement more efficient and effective operations, and offer approval for academic curriculums for publicly-funded programs. 
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