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Recreation & Parks Department to Start My Brother’s Keeper Youth Mentor Program
Mentor program for young men ages 7 to 25 years of age.
NATCHITOCHES – The City of Natchitoches Recreation and Parks Department is seeking volunteers for its My Brother’s Keeper Mentor Program.  Adult males age 21 and older are encouraged to volunteer to be a mentor to youth ages 7 to 25.
My Brother’s Keeper is a pilot mentor program designed to impact the lives of young men of color in the Natchitoches community and surrounding areas.  This preventative program for young men between the ages of 7 and 25 was designed to empower, encourage, educate, support and improve their lives.
The program will develop young people in core component areas of leadership, responsible citizenship, community service, life skills, physical fitness, health and hygiene, occupational skills and academic excellence.  Each participant will be placed with a Mentor.  The program will last 100 days and is a voluntary program.
Mentors will build relationships and share their life experiences with their protégés in an effort to encourage, support and empowering them to succeed in life.  Mentors will maintain weekly contact with their protégés via telephone, email, letters or face-to-face visits and will meet a minimum of four hours each month.  Mentors will also submit monthly reports on their interactions.
Those persons interested in being a mentor can pick up an application from the Martin Luther King Jr. Recreational Community Center located at 660 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive or at the Ben Johnson Park Sky Box.  Volunteer mentors will undergo a screening process that includes but is not limited to a written application, reference checks, criminal record check (including sex offender registry check) and screening interview.  Volunteers will also participate in mentor training.
Youth ages 7 to 25 are also encouraged to enroll in the program.  The program is for young men who want to participate voluntarily.
For more information about the program, please contact Genevolyn Ceasar at (318) 357-3891 or via email at natchrecandparks@gmail.com.
About Natchitoches Recreation and Parks
The City of Natchitoches Recreation and Parks Department’s mission is to provide all Natchitoches residents and visitors the opportunity to enjoy a diverse mix of well-maintained, safe, accessible areas and facilities within the City’s park system. The department also seeks to offer a variety of indoor/outdoor recreational opportunities and innovative programming, which may benefit and enhance an individual quality of life and well being.
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