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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FIRE DEPARTMENT TO DEBUT MED-1 EMS VEHICLE AT CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

NATCHITOCHES – The Natchitoches Fire Department will debut its newest piece of emergency equipment, MED-1, at the Natchitoches Christmas Festival.  MED-1 is an Emergency Medical Services (EMS) cart that will allow emergency personnel to navigate quickly through the crowded streets to assist those with medical emergencies.

Obtained through a Local Government Assistance Program (LGAP) grant, MED-1 is a modified Polaris Chassis designed to provide basic life support in emergency situations where a smaller vehicle is needed.  “It is difficult to weave a large vehicle in a confined space, such as the Christmas Festival.  This will allow us to patrol inside the gate area more and get to people with medical emergencies quicker,” said Natchitoches Fire Chief Crit Miller.  

The LGAP grant also provided for a trailer to transport the vehicle as well as all needed medical supplies. The multi-use vehicle is fully equipped with a Stokes basket, medical kit, Artificial External Defibrillator (AED), oxygen, scene lighting, lights, sirens and official markings.  “In the past we tried to get to people with a golf cart, but golf carts have no official markings.  People were not in a hurry to move aside.  This is a more official and safe vehicle for the public.  People will now be able to quickly see that this is an emergency vehicle,” Miller stated. 

The multi-use vehicle will be used for festivals and urban-rural interface emergencies such as those in outlying and remote areas of the city.  When the vehicle is not in use, it can be converted to a utility vehicle for the Natchitoches Fire Department.

“We are very fortunate that we were able to obtain this through the LGAP grant.  This is a great improvement to our service which makes it better for everybody,” Miller added.  “We are here to help people. That is what we do.”
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