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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

88TH ANNUAL NATCHITOCHES CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL DECEMBER 6
Robert Harling Parade Grand Marshal

NATCHITOCHES – The 88th Annual Natchitoches Christmas Festival will take place Saturday, December 6 in downtown Natchitoches.  The Natchitoches Historic District Business Association and the City of Natchitoches will usher in the holiday season with children’s activities, entertainment, parades, food vendors, and fireworks.  Natchitoches native and acclaimed author of Steel Magnolias, Robert Harling will serve as the Natchitoches Christmas Festival Parade Grand Marshal in honor of the 25th anniversary of the film, while Cole Vosbury will headline entertainment for the day.

The Christmas Festival parade will begin at 1:00 p.m. at the corner of Jefferson Street and University Parkway.  The parade will feature floats of reigning Queens including Miss Merry Christmas and the Christmas Belles and local dignitaries, marching bands, dance lines, parade Grand Marshal Robert Harling and Santa Claus.  The parade will travel along Jefferson Street to Front Street, turning left onto Lafayette Street and Second Street, and ending at University Parkway.

Musical entertainment begins at 2:00 p.m. with a performance by Hank Staples and Thunder Creek, followed by headliner Cole Vosbury.  Cole Vosbury is a singer-songwriter and musician from Shreveport, Louisiana.  Born into a musical family, Cole shot to fame on Season 5 of NBC’s The Voice with his unique mix of country, blues sound with a background of soul and rock and roll.

At 6:00 p.m., the festivities will be capped off by a spectacular fireworks display over beautiful Cane River Lake and the lighting of thousands of lights.  In addition, an electrifying light show will take place on the Church Street Bridge.

Admission to the festival is $8 for adults (12 years of age and older) and $5 for children ages 6 to 11.  Children under 5 are admitted free to the festival. Armbands may be purchased day of the festival from ticket booths located throughout the Downtown Historic District beginning at 6:30 a.m.  Discount armbands may be purchased in advance online at www.NatchitochesChristmas.com and the following area businesses:  Bank of Montgomery, City Bank & Trust Company, Exchange Bank, First Federal Bank of Louisiana, La Capitol Federal Credit Union, MidSouth Bank, Sabine State Bank, Brookshire’s Food, Causey’s Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Super 8 Motel , Neebo Bookstore and McDonald’s.

All festival vendors inside the gated area will require tickets to purchase food and/or merchandise.  Tickets may be purchased from all ticket booth locations as well as at automated ticket machines on festival day.  Tickets may be purchased in advance at any pre-sale armband locations.

For more information on the 88th Annual Natchitoches Christmas Festival, please visit www.NatchitochesChristmas.com. 
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