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Promotions announced at Natchitoches Police Department

NATCHITOCHES – Several promotions were recently announced at the Natchitoches Police Department by Chief Larry Vaughn, Assistant Police Chief Micky Dove and Mayor Wayne McCullen, including the naming of two temporary captains.

Lt. Chris Payne and Lt. Brad Walker were both named as a temporary captain of the Natchitoches Police Department.  Both Payne and Walker have been employed at the department for 17 ½ years.

Payne and Walker received temporary appointments through the Civil Service Board. The board will call for an official captain’s test to be administered, which is expected to be given within the next 4-6 months.

All confirmed lieutenants at the Natchitoches Police Department are eligible to take the captain’s test. There are seven lieutenants at the police department. According to Civil Service rules, the two senior officers who pass the test must be promoted to captain.

As temporary captains, Payne and Walker will serve as part of the police department’s administration. Payne will supervise the department’s Traffic and Patrol Division, which includes scheduling officers to work at events, school crossing guards, warrants and officers enrolled in the Police Academy.

Walker will supervise the department’s Administrative Division, overseeing investigations, school resource officers, DARE, requisitions and the department’s fleet of vehicles.
The two captain positions are part of the overall change in administration at the Natchitoches Police Department. Dove was recently named as Police Chief and will be sworn in on Friday, May 29 at 10 a.m. at the Natchitoches Events Center. The public is invited to attend this ceremony. Dove will begin serving as chief of the Natchitoches Police Department, effective June 1. At that time, Larry Vaughn will resume his duties as assistant police chief.
This is the first time that the position of captain has ever been available at the Natchitoches Police Department.  Both Vaughn and Dove agreed that history is being made at the police department, and that Payne and Walker are trailblazers.

“Having two captains is a definite plus for this department,” Dove said. “It creates a more distinct chain of command.”

Payne and Walker both recently applied for the position of police chief and greatly impressed Chief Vaughn, Asst. Chief Dove and Mayor McCullen. Both men were credited for their professionalism, years of dedicated service and the good ideas that each had for the Natchitoches Police Department.

“We felt at this time they were the best choice for this temporary position,” Vaughn said. “We need to utilize people in this department to their fullest potential.”

One other promotion was made at the Natchitoches Police Department – Cpl. Keith McDonald was promoted to sergeant.

“We are proud of these officers and their commitment to the Natchitoches Police Department,” Mayor McCullen said. “These promotions mean additional responsibility, and we feel these officers are up to the challenge.”
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