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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Progressive Construction honored for Front Street Project
NATCHITOCHES – Progressive Construction Company of Alexandria was recently honored for their rehabilitation work of historic Front Street in Natchitoches.

Progressive Construction was honored by the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation at the annual Louisiana Preservation Conference’s Preservation Honor Awards Luncheon, held in April in Alexandria.
The City of Natchitoches nominated Progressive Construction for a corporate preservation award for their work in rehabilitating Front Street, a state roadway whose bricks are more than 100 years old.

The $3.3 million rehabilitation project, which was funded through La. Department of Transportation and Development enhancement funds, began in March 2008 and featured three construction phases. As part of the initial phase, more than half a million bricks were picked up by hand and stored safely while the roadway’s base was smoothed.  The project also included repairing underground utilities, upgrading sidewalks to meet ADA standards and laying down the historic bricks back in place.  When the project was completed, less than one percent of the street’s original bricks had been damaged.

During the eight months of construction, great care was taken to preserve as many of the original bricks as possible and replicate the original diamond-shape pattern at the intersection and show the seam between the original 1904 brick paving and the circa-1927 brick paving that had been done later.  

The rehabilitation of Front Street has led to state and national recognition.  Front Street was named as the No. 3 road project in a fall issue of “Roads & Bridges” magazine.  In addition, the project was honored at the 2009 Louisiana Transportation Conference held earlier this year in Baton Rouge.  The project received Transportation Excellence Awards in the categories of Road Design Project Development; Context Sensitive Solutions; Public Involvement and Special Achievement in Customer Service.
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