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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Natchitoches Organizations Host Operation Hard Drive for America Recycles Day
Natchitoches, LA – November 3, 2009 – Local organizations will be partnering for “America Recycles Day” to keep harmful toxins out of the environment by repurposing and recycling household electronics. The City of Natchitoches, Keep Natchitoches Beautiful, the Natchitoches 4-H Club, the LSU AgCenter, NSU Green, the Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office and Goodwill Industries of North Louisiana are teaming up to host Operation Hard Drive on Saturday, November 14th at the Natchitoches Goodwill Store.
“The City of Natchitoches and its recycling partners are excited that Operation Hard Drive will take place in the Natchitoches community,” said Courtney Hornsby of Keep Natchitoches Beautiful. “This recycling drive provides Natchitoches Parish residents an easy and convenient way that is safe for the environment to dispose of unwanted electronic items.”
Operation Hard Drive is a collection drive aimed at recycling used computers and other electronic equipment.  Through a partnership with the Dell® Reconnect program, old and outdated computers are recycled responsibly preventing them from being disposed of where they can contaminate soil and water with cancer-causing agents such as copper, zinc and mercury.

“We’re very excited to launch Operation Hard Drive in Natchitoches,” said John Rankin, President and CEO of Goodwill Industries of North Louisiana. “When you consider that a color monitor alone contains about 5 pounds of lead, we’re just trying to do our part in keeping harmful toxins and chemicals out of our communities and landfills.”  
Operation Hard Drive will be held on Saturday, November 14th at the Natchitoches Goodwill Store located at 311 South Drive in the River South Commons Shopping Center. Collection will be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donors can drive up to the front of the store and volunteers will be on hand to unload their electronics and distribute donation forms for tax purposes. For more information on Operation Hard Drive, contact Jessie Schmidt at 318-869-2575 or 1-800-259-4483.

###

ABOUT GOODWILL INDUSTRIES® OF NORTH LOUISIANA, INC. 
Goodwill Industries® of North Louisiana, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit agency that serves people with workplace disadvantages and disabilities by providing job training and employment services, as well as job placement opportunities and post-employment support. Goodwill Industries® of North Louisiana is a member of Goodwill Industries® International (GII) and the United Way of Northwest Louisiana, affiliated with NISH (formerly known as National Industries for the Severely Handicapped), and accredited for its adult job development, job supports, and job-site training programs by CARF (formerly the Commission on Accreditation for Rehabilitation Facilities). Goodwill Industries® of North Louisiana is also a member of the Louisiana Association of Nonprofit Organizations (LANO) and certified through its ethics and accountability program, the Louisiana Standards of Excellence. www.goodwillnla.org 
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VP of Resource Development 

800 West 70th Street 

Shreveport, LA 71106-2550 
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