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Cane River Green Market Hosting Back to School Food Drive 
Benefits the Natchitoches Parish BackPack Program of the Food Bank of Central Louisiana
NATCHITOCHES – The Cane River Green Market announced plans to host a back to school food drive during the month of July to benefit the Natchitoches Parish BackPack Program provided by the Food Bank of Central Louisiana. 
The program, which provides backpacks with food to children experiencing food insecurities on weekends and school vacations, benefits 200 students each week at L.P. Vaughn and Parks Elementary Schools. Natchitoches Parish is only one of several parishes participating in the program with the Food Bank of Central Louisiana distributing more than 1,128 backpacks full of food each week throughout school districts in Central Louisiana. 
“We are very excited to be participating in the BackPack Program for the second year in a row, and hope to only expand the number of Natchitoches Parish schools involved” remarked Courtney Hornsby of the City of Natchitoches. “Ensuring our children have access to nutritious food outside of the school setting is a priority for the City and ties in nicely with the Cane River Green Market’s mission of  ensuring access to healthy, locally grown foods for all segments of our community.”    

Donations of food items and new or gently-used back packs can be dropped off at the Cane River Green Market, which is open every Saturday in July from 8:00 a.m. to noon on the downtown riverbank. Donations can also be taken directly to the Green Market office located at City Hall, 700 Second Street. 
Donated food items should be nutritious, non-perishable, easy-to-open food that does not require stove-top cooking. Requested items include, but are not limited to, peanut butter in plastic jars, ramen noodles, canned ravioli, cereal bars, granola bars, single serving fruits and vegetables, and many other items.  
For more information on the food drive sponsored by the Cane River Green Market, call 352-2746 (CRGM) or email greenmarket@natchitochesla.gov.

Monetary donations to support the BackPack Program can also be made directly to the Food Bank of Central Louisiana. The Food Bank can provide an impoverished child with a backpack full of food every Friday for $135 a school year or $3.75 a week. For more information on donating to the Food Bank to support this and other feeding programs, visit www.fbcenla.org or call (318) 445-2773.


###

About the Food Bank of Central Louisiana
The Food Bank of Central Louisiana is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to alleviate hunger in Central Louisiana. It distributes food and grocery products to needy families through a network of approved charitable agencies in eleven parishes: Allen, Avoyelles, Catahoula, Concordia, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Sabine, Vernon, and Winn. Food is channeled through more than 93 member agencies including food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, and other nonprofit organizations. The Food Bank distributes more than 5.7 million pounds of food to Central Louisiana each year and is estimated to serve more than 22,400 needy people per month. For more information on the Food Bank and its feeding programs, visit www.fbcenla.org.

About the Cane River Green Market
The Cane River Green Market is Natchitoches’ only local farmers market featuring a variety of locally-grown produce; value-added products such as eggs, breads, milk, wines, jams and jellies; and handmade crafts to include jewelry, artwork, and woodcarvings. Located on the downtown riverbank, the Market is open every Saturday throughout the summer and select dates in the fall from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. A lively, family-friendly atmosphere is created through live music, kids’ activities, educational programming, and special events throughout the season. For more information on the Green Market, visit www.canerivergreenmarket.com or call (318) 352-CRGM.  
