Contact:  Lisa Cooley

Phone: 318-352-2746

Email:  lcooley@natchitochesla.gov
6/13/11

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Natchitoches Main Street Program offers redevelopment incentive grant opportunities

The Natchitoches Main Street program is soliciting redevelopment incentive grant applications from downtown buildings and/or business owners.

Applicants may apply for two types of competitive grants:  a $10,000 grant for major projects and a $2,500 grant for minor projects.  The redevelopment incentive grants are reimbursable and can be used for exterior or interior rehabilitation projects.  Both grants require a 50/50 or one-to-one cash match.


All grant applications received from Natchitoches Main Street buildings will be submitted to the Louisiana Main Street Office to compete statewide for funding with other Main Street communities. 

To be eligible for redevelopment incentive grant funds, a building must be located within the downtown historic district, must be used for commercial purposes and must be at least 50 years old.  In addition, all applications proposing exterior work must be approved by the Natchitoches Historic District Commission and meet the guidelines set by the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation.

Public/governmental, religious and residential buildings are not eligible for grant funding.  Projects such as landscaping, paving, fences, roofing and routine maintenance are also not eligible.

Grant applications (two copies) must be submitted to the Natchitoches Main Street Office, located at 700 Second Street inside City Hall, by noon on Friday, June 24.  All submitted applications requiring exterior design approval will be brought before the Natchitoches Historic District Commission on Wednesday, July 6.

For more information about the façade grant program or if you wish to apply for grant funds, please call the Natchitoches Main Street Manager Lisa Cooley at 352-2746.
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