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Festival of Lights continues this weekend
Spectacular fireworks show to take place at 7 p.m.
NATCHITOCHES – The Natchitoches Festival of Lights continues this weekend in downtown Natchitoches.

The highlight of the evening will be a spectacular fireworks show over Cane River Lake at 7 p.m.

Those who plan on attending Saturday’s Festival of Lights activities should be aware that admission will be charged for access to the downtown riverbank. Admission will be charged on Saturday, Dec. 10 beginning at 2 p.m. until after the 7 p.m. fireworks show is completed. Admission is $5 for those 12 years old and up. 
This Saturday is known as a “Cajun Weekend.” Entertainment on the downtown riverbank this Saturday includes Brandon Ledet and the Creole Touch Zydeco Band from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. and the Jambalaya Cajun Band from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Other activities taking place this weekend in Natchitoches include the Les Amies Christmas Treasures Arts & Crafts Show at the Natchitoches Events Center, Fete d’Hiver at Fort St. Jean Baptiste State Historic Site, Christmas Downriver at Cane River Creole National Historic Park and the Annual Holiday Tour of Homes this Friday and Saturday. For a complete list of activities taking place during the Festival of Lights this weekend, please visit www.christmasfestival.com.
The public should be aware of the following street closures:

· The downtown riverbank will be closed to all vehicles throughout the entire festival season. 
· Front Street, from Touline Street to Pavie Street, will be closed to incoming vehicles no later than 6:30 p.m. Saturday. Front Street could be shut down earlier in the day, depending on the amount of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the downtown area. The street will not reopen to vehicles until approximately one hour after the 7 p.m. fireworks show when local law enforcement have cleared the majority of pedestrians off Front Street.

· The Church Street Bridge will close to both motorists and pedestrians at 6:30 p.m. Saturday in preparation for the fireworks show. The bridge will open after the fireworks show upon inspection by the State Fire Marshal’s Office.
· Williams Avenue from Whitfield to Henry Avenue will be closed to traffic at 6:30 p.m. 
Christmas lights will be turned on every night in downtown Natchitoches through the first week of January. The Santa House will be open every night from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. through Friday, Dec. 23.
The Festival of Lights continues the following weekend with a fireworks show on Saturday, Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. There will be no fireworks show on Christmas Eve; however, there will be a fireworks show on New Year’s Eve at midnight to ring in the New Year.
For more information about the Festival of Lights, please visit www.christmasfestival.com or call the Natchitoches Area Convention and Visitors Bureau at (800) 259-1714.
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