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NATCHITOCHES ​ Northwestern State University and the City of Natchitoches are working together on a one-day program to assist area veterans. A Veteran¹s Expo will be held Monday, Nov. 8 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Natchitoches Events Center. Admission is free and is open to any military veteran and their family. Those attending should bring a copy of their

DD-214 or Notice of Basic Eligibility (NOBE).

³On a week in which we honor our veterans for their service on Veteran¹s Day, we thought it would be good to hold a program to make sure veterans are aware of all the benefits they are entitled,² said co-organizer Curtis Desselles, a Northwestern graduate student, who is a Navy veteran and is now a materials researcher at the National Center for Preservation Technology and Training. ³I know many fellow veterans who are not aware of all the health and educational benefits they have earned. We will bring together a variety of services together in one place to set up a one-stop shop.²

Among those planning to set up booths are the V.A. hospitals from Shreveport and Pineville, the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans and Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. Representatives from NSU¹s Veteran¹s Affairs Office, Admissions, University Recruiting, Office of Electronic and Continuing Education and academic departments will be available to answer questions and provide information. Representatives from the offices of Sen. Mary Landrieu, Sen. David Vitter and U.S. Rep. John Fleming have also been invited to attend.

³Northwestern takes great pride in being a Omilitary friendly university¹ that is here to serve our veterans,² said co-organizer Dr. Lisa Abney, Provost and Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs at NSU. ³We have always reached out to veterans through our campus at Leesville-Fort Polk and presence at Barksdale Air Force Base and at the former England Air Force Base. This is one way we can take it a step further to help veterans in ways besides education.²

This semester, 360 veterans are enrolled at Northwestern.

In addition to traditional face-to-face classes, NSU has 24 online degree programs. Northwestern also is a partner in the Center for Adult Learning in Louisiana (CALL) Program, a fast-track program to help adult learners who started but did not complete their college degree.

For more information, contact the Northwestern Office of Technology, Research and Economic Development at (318) 357-6100.

