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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mardi Gras Magic set for Feb. 13

Natchitoches will celebrate Mardi Gras with two parades and family activities

NATCHITOCHES—The City of Natchitoches will celebrate the Mardi Gras holiday with Mardi Gras Magic on Saturday, Feb. 13. 
The Krewe of Wag-uns Parade, featuring pets, children, Mardi Gras music, costumed characters and other community entities, will take place at 2 p.m.

From 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Front Street will feature an assortment of Mardi Gras activities for the entire family. Various performers, musicians, actors, artists and more will line the sidewalks of downtown Natchitoches. Downtown businesses will be open for meals and shopping. 

Activities include: 

· Face painting by the Natchitoches Art Guild and Gallery. 

· Mardi Gras crafts with the Natchitoches Parish Library. 

· The Northwestern Theatre, Out on a Limb Improv Troupe.

· Jazz music by the Lukejazz Trio and Dave Duplissey & Uptown Jazz.   

At 5:30 p.m., on Feb. 13, the Krewe of Dionysos Parade will roll through the streets of Natchitoches. The parade begins at the River South Commons Shopping Center on South Drive, travels north to Keyser Avenue and crosses the Keyser Avenue Bridge. It then turns right and travels north on Jefferson Street to Front Street and turns left onto Texas Street. Next, it turns onto Second Street and ends at Church Street. The return route to the staging area will be crossing Church Street Bridge and turning onto Williams Avenue to Keyser and back to South Drive to the River South commons Shopping Center. Anyone interested in participating in the parade is asked to contact Rick Calvert, Parade Co-Captain, 318-471-0923.

This year’s parade theme is Gypsies, Tramps & Thieves and the grand marshal for the parade is Joe Sampite. Floats will be throwing Mardi Gras beads and other trinkets to attendees.

Motorists should be aware that Front Street will be closed to traffic beginning at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday until the end of the Krewe of Dionysos Parade that evening. 

For more information about Mardi Gras Magic, please contact the Main Street Office at 1-866-941-6246 or the Natchitoches Area Convention and Visitors Bureau at 1-800-259-1714.
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