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Festival of Lights continues this weekend
Spectacular fireworks show to take place at 7 p.m.
NATCHITOCHES – The Natchitoches Festival of Lights continues this weekend in downtown Natchitoches.

The highlight of the evening will be a spectacular fireworks show over Cane River Lake at 7 p.m.

Those who plan on attending Saturday’s Festival of Lights activities should be aware that admission will be charged for access to the downtown riverbank. Admission will be charged on Saturday, Dec. 18 beginning at 2 p.m. until after the 7 p.m. fireworks show is completed. Admission is $5 for those 12 years old and up. Those under 12 are admitted for free. 

Activities on the downtown riverbank this Saturday include magician David Wonders who will perform on the downtown riverbank, beginning at noon. He will perform two stage shows on the Fleur de Lis Stage at 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. He will be doing street magic and balloon art in between performances until 6 p.m.

Other activities on the downtown riverbank include Hands 2 Heart Puppet Show from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. on the downtown stage and musical entertainment by Cane Riva Swiggas from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  In addition, the Holiday Tour of Homes will take place this Friday and Saturday. For a complete list of activities this weekend, please visit www.christmasfestival.com.

The public should be aware of the following street closures for Saturday:

· The downtown riverbank will be closed to all vehicles the entire day on Saturday. 
· Front Street, from Touline Street to Pavie Street, will be closed to incoming vehicles, beginning at 4 p.m. on Saturday. The street will not reopen to vehicles until approximately one hour after the 7 p.m. fireworks show when local law enforcement have cleared the majority of pedestrians off Front Street.
· The Church Street Bridge will close to both motorists and pedestrians at 6:30 p.m. Saturday in preparation for the fireworks show. The bridge will open after the fireworks show upon inspection by the State Fire Marshal’s Office.
· Williams Avenue from Whitfield to Henry Avenue will be closed to traffic at 6:30 p.m. 
Christmas lights will be turned on every night in downtown Natchitoches through the first week of January. The Santa House will be open every night from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. through Wednesday, Dec. 23.
There will be no fireworks show on Christmas night; however, there will be a fireworks show on New Year’s Eve at midnight to ring in the New Year.
For more information about the Festival of Lights, please visit www.christmasfestival.com or call the Natchitoches Area Convention and Visitors Bureau at (800) 259-1714.
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